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BRAZIL 2010 ï  
DONôT MISS IT! 

 
 
 

When you hear the words Copacabana, Ipanema, Carmen Miranda and Bosa 
Nova, you immediately think of Brazil and especially, Rio de Janeiro. However, 
after June 2010, you may have a whole new vocabulary to describe your visit to 
Brazil. 
 
June 2010 will open to you the wonders of God's work in the vast country of 
Brazil and many other places in the world, as the 9th Triennial Meeting of the 
World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship is convened in the beautiful city of 
Rio de Janeiro. 
 
The site has been chosen and the dates have been set: Plaza Copacabana 
Hotel, Rio de Janeiro; June 7th - 11th, 2010. We urge you to mark these dates 
in your calendar now and plan to join the international family of the WECF for a 
wonderful season of Christian fellowship, instruction from God's Word, and 
reports on what God is doing in evangelical Congregational churches around the 
world. Not least in our anticipation is the opportunity to meet our Brazilian 
brothers and sisters who represent the hundreds of Congregational churches in 
this vast country; it will be an opportunity to meet people from the rainforests of 
the Amazon region to the sophisticated cities of Sao Paolo and Rio de Janeiro. 
 
As preparation for this wonderful experience you may like to read the story of the 
pioneer missionary to Brazil, Dr. Robert R. Kalley. His story is told in a fascinating 
book titled, "The Wolf from Scotland" written by William B. Forsyth and published 
by Evangelical Press in the UK. 
 

 

 

  

June 2009 



 2 

 
 
 

 

WECF 9t h  Triennial Meeting  

7- 11 June  2010 

Rio de Janeiro  

BRAZIL 
 

 
 
 
 



 3 

 
 
 

 

PLAZA COPACABANA HOTEL 
Near Copacabana Beach 

Av. Princesa Isabel, 263 · Copacabana · Rio de Janeiro 
 

 

 
 

          
 

          
 

           
 

 



 4 

ACCOMMODATION AND FACILITIES 
 

9
th

 TRIENNIAL WECF MEETING 
 
The 9th Triennial WECF Meeting will commence on the evening of Monday 7 and 
conclude on Friday 11 June, 2010.  
 
The cost per person (twin share) for accommodation and three meals per day, 
buffet style, at the Plaza Copacabana, will be included in the next issue of Our 
Congregational World.   
 
This four-star hotel has excellent facilities, including swimming pool, sauna, gym 
room, laundry, parking, computers and internet. All rooms have their own 
bathrooms, air-conditioning, safety-box, telephone and 24 hour room service. 
Major credit cards are accepted ï Visa, Mastercard, Diners and American 
Express.  
 
All daytime meetings will be conducted in the hotelôs convention room and two of 
the evening meetings will be conducted in one of Rioôs Congregational Churches.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

OOUU RR  CCOONN GGRREEGGAA TT II OONN AA LL   WWOORRLL DD  

is 
the forum for disseminating news from around the  

 

WWorld EEvangelical CCongregational FFellowship.  

 
Let WECF members know what is happening in your country. 

 
Please forward:  

 

 News 

 Prayer Points 

 Praise Points 

 Photographs 
 

to  
 

Kerrian.Cartledge@det.nsw.edu.au 

 

mailto:Kerrian.Cartledge@det.nsw.edu.au
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FROM REV. MIKE PLANT 
Rev. Mike Plant is the General Secretary of the  

Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches, United Kingdom. 
 
What is ñtheò need of the hour? 
 
ñTheò need? Iôm aware there are many needs of the hour. We need revival. We need God to call 
men and women to serve Him. We need God to call men to preach the Word. We need good and 
helpful training for the next generation of Christian leaders. I could expand the list almost 
endlessly. 
 
The need of many churches in EFCC  
 
What I want to do is to concentrate on one particular need of the hour. We need to make a 
realistic self-assessment and to realise the urgency of our times. We could approach this by 
asking what sort of letter our church would receive were the Lord Jesus to write to us as He wrote 
to the seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3. 
 
The Lord Jesus would understand our circumstances. However, every letter is blunt, perceptive 
and directive. Self-approving churches might be shaken-up and self-critical churches buoyed up 
by what He had to say. 
 
A particular need which may be relevant to your church - (And to you!)  
 
Whenever I am at an EFCC meeting when churches report on their activities, I am impressed by 
the sheer amount of hard work going on. Of course, some churches may be focussed on 
maintenance rather than outreach, but many of our churches are extremely active in Gospel 
work. 
 
My belief is that we might find that the Lord considers Revelation 2:4 especially relevant to us. 
We are churches that are focussed on the truth and we are keeping going in seeking to serve the 
Lord. What is wrong with us? I certainly have a sense that something is very often missing. The 
ESV translates: ñBut I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.ò I 
stress, ñabandonedò because I had misunderstood this verse until recently. 
 
Under the influence of the hymn-lines -  
ñAnd some have never loved Thee well,  
And some have lost the love they had,ò 
I had always heard the AV version of this text as: ñthou hast lost thy first loveò and not as ñhast 
left thy first love.ò Losing might be regarded as a misfortune and deserving of sympathy, but 
abandoning is clearly reprehensible and something we would condemn in others and in ourselves 
ï consider the difference between being told someone has lost his family and that someone had 
abandoned his family! 
 
A Recovery Plan 
 
Three things to do: 
 
1. Remember 
We are to remember the first love from which we have fallen. Not just with a view to being 
nostalgic: ñIt was lovely then, but it is not like that now!ò but with a view to seeking to rekindle that 
love ï to realise what we have left and to seek to regain it ï to get back to when Godôs love in the 
Gospel gripped and changed us. 
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2. Repent 
We must face realistically that what we are at present is simply wrong. We are not what we once 
were. We have replaced burning zeal with ñmatureò mediocrity. What doesnôt proceed from faith 
and love is of no value to the Lord. 
 
3. Renew 
ñé and do the works you did at first.ò It is interesting that we are not told to seek to rekindle the 
feelings but to do the works. How might a marriage be rekindled when there is sourness and 
bitterness? A resolve to act well to one another would have the warm fuzzy feelings back in no 
time. We are told to focus on behaviour, not because feelings donôt matter, but because feelings 
follow in the train of behaviour. 
 
Of course what I have suggested doesnôt meet every need or describe every church, but if it 
describes one, then it is one too many. And if it describes you and your church, then it is a 100% 
disaster. 
 
Do go for realistic self-assessment. 
 

Yours in the Lord, 
Mike Plant 

 
Article used with kind permission of the Editor of Congregational Concern, 

the magazine of the Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches, UK  
Spring 2009 ï Issue No. 191 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP? 
 
Mrs. Awit Castillo (NACC Philippines/Caring Community Inc.) writes:  
 
ñPlease pray with us. We are in earnest to re-open 
the Caring Learning Center in New Taugtog. We 
need at least $US200/month.ò 
 
The Caring Learning Center is a school that 
allows children whose families are very poor to 
receive a quality education. If this school is unable 
to operate, these children will not be able to receive 
a formal education, and so, they will struggle to eke 
out an existence.  
 
Email address for Mrs Awit Castillo: 
www.caringchurch@yahoo.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


