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Around The Conference
Answering the Call

by Rev. Joel Kletzing, Western Pennsylvania Area Representative,
Christ Church, Roaring Spring, PA

Eugene Smith has been actively involved in the leadership of St. Paul Congregationa
Church in Rural Valley, PA. The Lord called him from this rural community and the
hectic pace of his excavating business to go to Siberia and Belarus as an ambassador
heaven.

Prior to his answering God'’s call, changes started happening in his life when in Decembe
2002 his wife of 32 years had a stroke. Susie went to be with our Lord on January 5
2003. Two months later our Lord saw fit to invite Eugene’s mother to join the saints in
heaven as well. And, weeks after Susie’s funeral, Eugene’s only child, Matthew, fell in
love and was married seven months later. Now Eugene was alone.

Eugene felt the call to travel with Josh McDowell Ministries to Siberia in June/July 2003

and to Belarus in January /February 2004. He distributed aid and explained to thog@g@ne Smith with a Chl|d at a
prisons, orphanages, hospitals and social centers God’s faithfulness to those who emls@aial center for the abused
Jesus. The first patient he ministered to in a hospital was there because of a stroke.financially troubled in

Eugene was able to share about his own loss and how Jesus had been a true friend. Kemerovo, Siberia.

Community Fellowship Dinners Fulfill a Need and Spread the Gospel

by Rev. Peter Perry, Eastern Ohio Area Representative, Cleveland, OH

“For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was
stranger and you invited me in. | tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mir

you did for me."Matthew 25:35& 40

To help feed those who hunger and to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the two-fold mission of the once-a-month

Community Fellowship Dinner held at Salem Evangelical Church.

The monthly event gives Rev. Patrick Street and other church members

that provide the meal an

opportunity to reach out to

their community. Some| On the inside...

people come to the dinner out From the Conference Minister

of genuine need for a free, Women's Ministries Committee News
hot meal. Others simply come Carlton’s Comments

to socialize. Bryan's Bytes

To fund the dinners Sale Annual Family Conference
! holds a “Souper Sunday” CCCC People to Pray For
People from the community enjoying food & after services on the first Needs & News from Iraq
fellowship. Sunday of every month. Father Abraham
Church members drop Promotions To Glory
money in a basket near the food line and the donations pay for the Commumitisterial Changes/Opportunities
Fellowship Dinners. Health Tips

Rev. Street says, “The dinners are important because they afford Saleny2gtly Conference Apparel

3

3

485

6
6&7
7

7
8

J

~

2

6

7

opportunity to take the Gospel to the people of Marion, to pray for them, talk to
them, and reach out to them.”



our attention on looking ahead, anc
From the discussed a vision for the future of ou
Conference Mlnister Conference. | will be Writing more about
this in other venues, but | want to affirm
now that the strength of our Conference
and the strength of our Churches i
directly connected to the covenants th
we make and keep with the Lord anc
with one another. Two excellent
documents in our 2004 Yearbook (page
130-131) are the “Code of Ethics for
Ministers” and the “Code of Ethics for
Churches”. These pages reflec
significant commitments our ministers
and churches are asked to make. | askila /sl At EEEn
you to consider these documents as oo el @l lRcl

A Covenant is an agreement betwee ccC Covenan_ts. | ask you lo read
two or more persons to do or not ddhem carefully, discuss them with you

something specified. The Biblechurch leadership team, and make
describes wonderful covenantalcommitmem before God to aim to live

promises made by God to humanityfaccord,'ng to thgse covenants. This i
Some are conditional covenants (as ig"d Will be a vital part of our CCCC
Genesis 17 - see 17:4,9) and some aY¥&sion to honor Jesus Christ!
unconditional (as in Genesis 15 — see ,_ i~

15:17-19). Covenantal agreements - e

between God’s people are also found in
His Word, as for example a covenant

of marriage (see Malachi 3:14) and a Women S Ministries
covenant of friendship (see Genesis Committee News

31:44). Essentially, in God’s econom ) .
) Y. y’gs hard to believe that the summer is

covenants are promises made to defir{) . . o .
the commitment and nature of a2€hind us, the Annual Conference impast it instead. If we are willing to

relationship. Prime examples of this are 0UX Falls is only a memory, and thesacrifice the change in our pockets for
the vows made in wedding covenant§iidren are back in school. Not only isjust one week, think of what God might
to love, honor, and cherish no mattef'at all true, butwe are beginning to sefjo with that! We will keep you posted
what, until death separates. But sucBU" Sights on our S7Annual Family as you graciously give. We will continue
relationships will only be as strong as-onference which is less than a yeaproviding money for books for the
the commitment of its members to keefgiWay and will be back on the East Coasghildren and seminary students in India
their covenant. in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Itis not toothrough “Friends of Hope.” And we look

. __early to begin planning and praying forforward to being able to help some of
The fellowship of the CCCC has itsthe speakers and workshops and thgur teens participate in short-term

roots in God's new covenant with usactivities that will be a part of making missions through “Teaming with Teens.”

through the blood of our Lord and Saviokhjs coming Conference even bettepastors and Youth Pastors, if you know

Jesus Christ (see | Cor.11:25). Thenan the one we recently enjoyedsf any teens who are in need of financial

n;’}ture of ?ij.r (rje!?tlonshlps W';[Ihl_?a‘?hogether. help for short term missions trips, please
er must find its source and life in L L

° us Source and e e Women's Ministries Committee is contact us. We want to be able to

Christ's covenant with us. Thus, in our

. i ncourage our young people in the area
local churches and in our ConferenceCountlng on your prayers and suppor€ 9 young peop

; . : . issi ' f missions and assist them when there
to honor Christ, our relationships Wlthfor our missions projects as we 100k

: forward to 2005. We want to challenges @ need. We look forward to seeing
gg(é?if?éger ;nnudst Ir;z\ilee.ct V%%rgr:lt?fgg’egch of you to toss your change into #0w God will multiply and use your
commitmént is lacking, the Lord cannotdISh for at least one wegk before thaliving. Please send any donations to
demonstrate His character among us€nd of this year and designate that foMrs. Sandy Stewart, P.O. Box 249,
““our missions projects. Perhaps you cafvon, MN 56310. God bless you for your
Before the _ CC_CC Annual Family aqd to that the money you would spen@€nerosity.
Conference in Sioux Falls the Board ofyriving up to the coffee shop by driving (continued on page 3)
Directors met for two full days. On the

first of our days together we focused

Volume 37 . Number 5



six are to: (1) look out for one another’s ’
Carlton’s Comments welfare; (2) consult one another to help Bryan S ByteS
solve difficult problems of a personal or by Bryan Burrell
procedural nature; (3) call a . .
congregation to task for not recognizingEXIoanSIon Dreams Realized
or dealing with a public offense in its This past year has seen many of our
midst; (4) participate together in suchdreams for the website of the CCCC
things as worship and the Lord’sbegin to come together. Last year only
Supper; (5) assist members to find 80 people had signed up to be members

iy,
=

.'\. t“' = . . . .
‘f new congregation when they move anc_bf_the CCCC website, which is free to
(6) meet financial and personnel needgin. Today over 460 people are
of sister churches when needed. members, giving us unprecedented
‘ | am firmly convinced that if we as opportunities to expand the use of forms,
member churches in the Conservativémernal reports and conference

“We do not want your help; we do not
need your help. Sit down!” It was with
similar words that | was summarily
dismissed several years ago by a m

Congregational Christian Conference'nformat'on'

are going to effectively meet the The Mid-Atlantic fellowship joined the
challenges of today and tomorrow in aCCCC website through the diligence
) ay that will honor the Lord, we must and assistance of John Kimball. He has
who attended the church towhlchlha ove closer together. We cannot b&een added as an administrator in
gone as an Area Representative for the, ot just to “do our own thing.” The addition to the Conference Minister and
purpose of helping with a problemey, o o 5055 Christ is being attacke®iane Johnson. | continue to work with
situation. He continued by informing mey. "y evil one both from inside andour Steve Gammon to establish criteria
that the church was congregational anﬁom outside its borders. We must prayfor the selection of administrators for
that meant they could do whatever theYor one another in a much greater wayportions of the CCCC website including
wanted to do. No one could tell them, ., o4 encourage one another ta@rea fellowships and conference
differently. grow in our walk with Jesus Christ to acommittees. The Women’s Committee
Most members of our churches wouldnuch greater degree, we must stantlas contacted me and has indicated their
not express themselves in that exagtrongly together behind the financialwillingness to add their information to
way but | fear that many of them wouldneeds of our ministries, and we musthe CCCC website before the next
define what it means to bestand hand in hand against those whénnual Meeting. If you believe you can
congregational with similar words. would move our society’s ethics furtherassist us in this vital, expanding ministry,
Historically, however, congregationaland further from the standards of God'lease call me at 914-714-8577 anytime.
churches have believed that they caword. Three hundred and fifty-five
profit a great deal from the assistancgears ago the authors of the Cambridge
of other congregations. A congregatiorPlatform set us an example. It is up t
often needs another’s help, although anys to follow that example in our
ultimate decision must be made by thgeneration.
local church itself. Also being
congregational means that decisiongev. Carlton Walker
should be made not on the basis of whggthgne: 518-346-3538
“WE want to do” but on the basis OfE-ma”:nga”(er@ccccusalorg
what “CHRIST would want us to do. that Conference.

The Camb”_dg_e Platform foundatlon (Women’s Ministries Committee News cont.) \We still have Seasons of the Heart. a
of church discipline and practice, was devotional book. available for yOL;I’
approved in New England in 1649 andt is with great pleasure that we urchase They’are $10 and can be
became the standard for congregationahtroduce you to our ladies IunCheo'grdered f.rom Sandy Stewart. They
churches in the colonies for many yearspeaker for the 2005 Annual Fam”ywould make & great Christmas -gift b
to come. Those who drew up theConference. Her name is Lucindgyat harg-to-shop-for woman on your
document were very careful to state thasecrest McDowell and she hails froni; Get them while they're hot!
they did not approve of the termwethersfield, Connecticut where her_ - , '
“independent” when applied to localhusband Michael is a CCCC pastor. ShEhank you for your faithful prayer
churches. In fact, in chapter fifteen, thés a well-known national conferenceSUPport and the encouragement that so
authors articulated six different waysspeaker and author who has written fgnany of you have been as we have
that local congregations should help andfty different magazines, collaboratedl@bored together for His glory!
encourage each other and work togeth@n a dozen books, and authored five o1t .
in accomplishing God’s purposes. Those hank you, Liz Eklund
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czWomen’s Ministries Committee News cont.)

her own (one released just this month).
We know that we will be richly blessed

as she ministers to us in Harrisburg.
Make plans now to join us there and
pray along with us as we prepare for




“Rejoice! Jesus is Lord!” 56 ™ Annual Family Conference

Sioux Falls Conference Center, Sioux Falls, SD
July 19-22, 2004
“Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb
forever and ever!"Revelation 5:13b

Thank God for His wonderful presence, blessing, and leading at'then®6ial Family Conference in Sioux Falls.

Wonderful Speakers To Teach Us About Rejoicing In The Lord

| Ray Ortlund
Tuesday-Wednesday
Evening Messages

Stephen Gammon
CCCC Conference Minister

Raymond Ortlund Jr. . -
Monday Evening Message '

Morning Messages

Anne Ortlund
Ladies’ Luncheon

La Rue Goetz
Men’'s Luncheon

Informative Seminars and Exhibits to Build Our Leadership Skills and
Encourage Spiritual Growth

b “Whiscovering e
* Lh-hal™ ol Lile
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Great Times Renewing OId Friendships and Worshipping The Lord Together

Youth Conference Children’s Conference
Raising up This Generation for Christ (T.G.F.C.) Kids Learning How To Become a 24:7 Disciple

_Fl—l: e 3 -
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CCCC People to Pray For

Please Pray For:
» The team traveling to Bolivia September 10-250on < The ministries of our Conference Minister, our

our CCCC Short-Term Missions Trip, as they re- Northeast Regional Minister, our 26 Area Represen-

roof a mission home at Charagua. tatives, and all of our CCCC Committees. Pray also
« The upcoming regional meetings including: Michi- for the Micronesia Ministries Committee meeting to

gan CCCC Pastors and Wives retreat meeting be held October 25-26. _

September 20-21, Mid-Atlantic Regional Fellow- * Churches seeking Pastors and Pastors seeking

ship October 1-2, Northern Illinois Fellowship Churches.

October 9, Upper Midwest Congregational +  The upcoming national, state, and local elections.

Fellowship October 9.

Needs and News from Iraq
Chaplain Marc Gauthier, U.S. Army, is trying to develop a DVD library for the men he serves in Iraq to help boost morale
He is asking CCCC churches to donate movies that could be offered to the soldiers. Please send the DVD’s to: M
Gauthier, Box 5, APO, AE 09391. Please keep Chaplain Gauthier and his family in your prayers.

Chaplain Alan Hardy, U.S. Army, spent the evening of Father’'s Day in
giving out toys and candy to kids in the village. He says, “It was a little roF_ 3
One little girl stood off to the side. | waved at her and she blew me a kiss
daddy who always wanted a daughter just melted. | reached into the box ¢
and pulled out a Snow White doll and gave it to her. Other children grab
hand and say, ‘Take me to America with you.’

The baby in the photo with the old Army shirt is a 6-month old named Jos
He has a cataract in his left eye and the other kids tease him about it.”
keep Chaplain Hardy, his family, and the children of Iraq in your prayers.

Chaplain Scott Baker, U.S. Air Force, was deployed to Iraq. Please pray for him and his wife Martha and their five childre

Father Abraham, Let’s Praise the Lord!
by Vera S. Vergatti, Emmanuel Bethel Church, Royal Oak, Ml

That spring morning brought a French voice on my phone: “Bonjour! We are going to meet everybody tomorrow evening at the
France ticket counter at 18:00 sharp. Be there!” Rev. Clair Longuevan was gathering his flock for the short-term mission trif
Belgium.

We were going to Liege, a large French-speaking city of 200,000 inhabitants, situated on the river Meuse. For two weeks we w
sleep, eat, and pray on a barge on the river. It was to be a challenge in faith, as we shared the tiny cabins, the #ingl Kiiehen
boat's washing machine!

We were to take the Gospel withess to homes in the area and distribute literature. Each day after devotions our groiggwould ¢
up the area for the day’s distribution of literature. We would cross the bridge over the Meuse and be on our way t&/épretad the

The literature was put into boxes that had been used to import bananas. We took turns staying in the van to watch the “bane
My turn came. As | was watching the people passing by, | heard a firm knock on the back window. There were two Belg
policemen outside who seemed very interested in our “bananas.” “Oh Lord,” | prayed, “be with me and help me tell the truth,
matter what.”

| smiled. “What are you selling here?” came the dreaded question. “| am not selling anything, sir.” | said. And, as casfidently
could under the circumstances, | handed them a package saying, “This is some very nice reading for you. You may like it.” The
policemen looked at each other and smiled with an understanding expression on their faces. “Don’t worry Madame! We kr
what they are; we even have them in our homes. And, we also know why you are here. Welcome to Liege!” | was so happy
the two policemen were part of the 0.5% minority of Belgium’s population who are evangelistic Christians and that | icould res
the Lord! (continued on page 7)
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(Father Abraham cont.)
On Sunday we went to help at the Belgian Evangelical Mission (BE
Children’s Camp, at an international meeting of over two hundred broth

and sisters and their children. Where were we going to be? There wasRev. Clinton K. Bahrenburg
large assembly hall...unless we were to build a tent...and, that's what igastor of Buck Valley,

did. We put up a large black and white canvas tent where the meetifghristian ~ Church  in
would be. Warfordsburg, PA since Jun

We participated in the activities, helped prepare lunch in the kitchen, ar%L ?11' went hogne to ;ge glc%
organized our little choir. We joined in the singing of the hymns we knevy heaven O? 57une '
from home, even though in this camp they were sung in many differeﬁtt the age of 57.
languages, but all praising the same sublime Lord! Clint has been affiliated wit
We decided to teach this congregation an American song - .,Fathgpe_CCQC since 1980. He we= . .
Abraham.” From the podiu active m_the Western Pennsylvania Regional
| translated the words int¢ F‘?".O""Sh'p’ an_d was a f_“emb‘?f of the_ ccce
French and did all the gesture Ministry Committee. Clint is survived by his wife

“Father Abraham has man Debbie.

sons, many sons has Fat :
Health Tips

Abraham. | am one of the
and so are you, so let’s jus
praise the Lord.” Everybod
old and young, followed my
instructions: “Lift first the right
arm, then the left arm, then eag
foot in turn, then chin up, tur
around and finally they sa

down laughing and praising thevera Vergatt leading the audience in ced
Lord!” singing “Father Abraham”

-

The praise in many languages continued as people headed for home
smiling Clair was waiting for us in the van to take us back to the barge ¢
the Meuse “just praising the Lord!”

Pastoral Changes:

Source:www.cdc.gov

Newburg IA Newburg-Chester Congregational Church* called ent
Jeff Maskevich les,

Wilton WI Faith Congregational Church* called Gordon Elliott iest

Pastoral Openings:

Burlington CO Hope Congregational Church*

Hebron CT First Congregational Church*

Freeport IL Zion Church*

N Aurora IL Union Congregational Church*

Stillman Valley IL ~ Congregational Christian Church (Ind) aps

Pownal ME First Parish Congregational Church

Ashburnham MA  Peoples Evangelical Congregational Ch* aist

Fitchburg MA Elm Street Congregational (UCC)

Mansfield MA First Christian Church*

Clarkston Ml First Congregational Church (NACCC)

Edina MN Colonial Church of Edina*

Scottsbluff NE Emmanuel Congregational Church*

Milton Mills NH Liberty Congregational Church* (part time)

Peterborough NH Trinity Evangelical Church* Source: www.a0ta.org

Wolfeboro NH First Christian Church* . .

Philadelphia PA St. Mark’s Reformed Church* by Betty Mitchell, RN, Parish Nurse

. Emmanuel Bethel Church
= Conference member Royal Oak, Ml

+ = In process
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Conservative "Us posTace
Congregational | STPRUL W
Christian '
Conference

7582 Currell Blvd., Suite 108, St. Paul, MN 55125-2220
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Family Conference Apparel
“Rejoice! Jesus Is Lord!”

Remember October is
“Pastors Appreciation
Month.” Order your CCCC
shirts and mugs today.

Conference T-Shirts* $10.00

Logo Golfshirt* $27.00
Denim Shirts* $27.00
Mugs $5.00 Gayle Brimmer
Foresee Publications
*Men's & women’s shirts. Several Phone: 651-739-1474
sizes & colors available. Call for Fax: 651-739-0750
more information. E-mail:gmbrimmer@ccccusa.org

Volume 37 . Number 5



	... 

