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The Excitement of the First Call

By Pastor Angelo Valle and Marie Valle

of Christ Reformed Church, Alexandria, Pennsylvania

After a whirlwind of a year that included the birth of
our firstborn son, my graduation from seminary and
a move 200 miles from everyone we knew, my wife
and | found ourselves in a small church in the middle
of central Pennsylvania. Our sense of God’s call to
this church was unmistakable, but what to do once
we arrived was a mystery to us both. Much like many
other churches in the United States, Christ Reformed
Church of Alexandria,
Pennsylvania is a small
congregation. This small
congregation had recent-
ly left a liberal mainline
denomination due to a
great desire to be faith-
ful to the Word of God
and the God of the Word.
Unsure of the spiritual
altitude | was stepping
into, my plan was simple:
preach the Word and love the people.

Thanks be to God that | have not been called to step
into this venture alone. As experienced by so many
pastors throughout history, our great God has seen
fit to give me a wife who has been so designed to
complement me; namely in her administrative savvy
and experience in graphic design. With her behind-
the-scenes help, we have hit the ground running in
our four months in central Pennsylvania. For any of
you out there who have had to make a move to a new
central setting, it is often the unexpected cultural shift
that can be most difficult. Nevertheless, our God has

been nothing but faithful to us; as we see His Word
falling on fertile ground we see His mighty power in
calling his elect to newness of life.

We have already begun to see the revitalization of the
church as the weekly attendance grows, both in our
Lord’s Day worship gathering and in Sunday school.
The addition of a weekly prayer service and monthly
fellowship meals have
also brought an increased
warmth and vivacity to
rekindle the flame of the
people. As a church, we
refocused our sights on
serving the families of the
local area with ministries
%¢ like nursery and kids out-
i reach events. Our most
 recent kids outreach was

most gleefully called, a
“Post-Halloween Candy Blowout,” the focus of which
was to merely love the people of the community by
offering free carnival games, a hayride, a free lunch,
free giveaways (such as gift certificates, gift cards,
etc.) and sharing the gospel by virtue of a pumpkin
parable, much like a children’s sermon.

Our aim is to approach ministry with modern meth-
ods (Facebook advertising, marketing materials, etc.)
but remaining firm in our Reformed Confessional and
above all Biblical message. We have seen the faith-
fulness of our Lord manifest Himself in our small rural
church. Thanks be to God that when His Word goes

EXCITEMENT (cont. on page 10)
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A Season of Anticipation

Ron Hamilton, Conference Minister

So Joseph also went up from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem
the town of David, because he belonged to the
house and line of David. He went there to reg-
ister with Mary, who was pledged to be mar-
ried to bim and was expecting a child. While
they were there, the time came for the baby to
be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn,
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed
him in a manger, because there was no guest
room available for them. (Luke 2:4-7)

The teaching of these verses is pregnant with infor-
mation about the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. We
learn about the little town of Bethlehem and how it
fits in with prophecy. We are reminded that Jesus
was born in the line of David. The picture is painted
of a humble Savior born in a manger. But there are
some other words that are very important: “the time
came for the baby to be born....” The story of the
birth of Jesus tells us about the incarnation, God
taking on the form of flesh,
born as a baby.

One of the great things about
the birth of a baby is the rising
anticipation that takes place
from the time of the discov-
ery of the pregnancy, to the
announcement of the coming
baby, to the preparation for the
infant, to the eventual birth of a
child. In God’s creative plan, it
takes about nine months from
conception to birth, and the
expectancy rises day by day.
| remember the joy of preparing for the birth of my
children. It was one of the greatest times of my life.
| will never forget the shock when my daughter told

me that | was going to be grandfather. However, that
was followed by a great time of anticipation for the
birth of my granddaughter.

The season of preparation for Christmas is called
Advent. This simply means “coming.” We remember
the coming of the Lord Jesus, the Son of God born
in a manger. We also look forward to His second
coming in power and glory. In this season we are
reminded that God’s work is not complete and that
He is still at work to accomplish His will and His pur-
poses. A sense of anticipation rises in this season.

We have a great sense of anticipation of God’s work
in and through the ministry of the CCCC in these
days. God is at work in our fellowship and we be-
lieve that greater days are ahead. | trust that the
lessons of this season will remind us of God’s prom-
ises and will strengthen the sense of expectation in
our fellowship.
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Diversity in the Harvest Field Expands

Terry Shanahan, NE Regional Minister

... Because you were slain, and with your blood
you purchased for God persons from every tribe
and language and people and nation.
Revelation 5:9

As scripture teaches us that Christ was slain for all
peoples, tribes and nations, it has caused us to be
mindful of having a membership reflective of the har-
vest field’s diversity. One place that is being realized
is in Portland, Maine.

In May of 1994 the International Christian Fellowship
was a church plant which held its first services at St
Luke’s Church in Portland, Maine and later rented
a chapel at the Chestnut Street United Methodist

Church. In answer to their many prayers and with the
support of many churches, friends and other organi-
zations, God blessed them in the purchase of their
own building on Lafayette Street in the Munjoy Hill
area of Portland. With only 22 regular parishioners
they dedicated their new church to God on Decem-
ber 10, 2000.

After twelve years, International Christian Fellow-
ship outgrew its church on Lafayette Street. They
are excited to be in their new location at 36 Patrick
Drive in Westbrook, Maine. In 2011 they sought to
join with the CCCC as our first African church. | was
blessed to be with them on October 13 of this year
and preach at the dedication and ribbon cutting for
this new building.

Today International Christian Fellowship has two
hundred members from more then ten African na-
tions, all coming together under Christ’s umbrella to
advance the Kingdom of God.

As Pastor Mutima said at the dedication, “l would like
to welcome all of you, your families and your friends
to come and worship with us. Those of you who al-
ready know us, know that we are a ‘HOPE’ church to
many who have lost hope, and have endured hard-
ships of wars, genocide and famine. Our services
resemble in many ways the African style of Chris-
tian worship while incorporating some elements from
contemporary American churches. New arrivals from

Africa find a warm and embracing community here in
which to worship. Americans receive the same wel-

DIVERSITY (cont. on page 10)
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Pray for Your Pastor(s)

By John Kimball, CCCC Director of Church Development

When a missionary family is preparing for the field,
any agency worth its salt will make the develop-
ment of an intercessory prayer team a mandatory
priority before that family leaves home. When a
church planter is being evaluated for a new work,
a major priority by those guiding him will be the
gathering of a cadre of committed intercessors be-
fore relocation and networking begin. Intercessory
prayer is a non-negotiable for every area of minis-
try, and especially for those on the “front lines” or
where spiritual warfare will be significant. And yet,
very few congregations have such a team to stand
in the gap for their pastor(s).

When | speak of an intercessory prayer team, what
images come to mind? A prayer chain? A weekly
or monthly gathering of people for fellowship and
prayer? What do you see? What I'm talking about is
a group that is in covenant with the pastor and with
each other to spend significant time daily praying for
the pastor, his family, and his ministry. They pray on
their own, and they make a point of praying together
as often as possible. The actual size of the group is
not nearly as important as the level of deep love for
and commitment to their pastor and each other.

Every pastor’s prayer need is unique, so there can-
not be a cookie-cutter approach to this vital invest-
ment. It would be nearly impossible to compile an
exhaustive list, but here are some primary catego-
ries of intercession to consider with just a few de-
tails each:

THE PASTOR’S SPIRITUAL HEALTH

For a fresh encounter with the Holy Spirit
every day

For a personal identity rooted immovably in
Christ

For a regular and abiding connection to the
Father in prayer

For clear personal vision and direction
For freedom from distraction by the enemy

THE PASTOR’S EMOTIONAL HEALTH
For strong and consistent Sabbath rhythms
For a dedicated day off (especially with
Sfamily)
For good life-giving friendships
For a peer group for prayer and account-
ability
For a Christ-honoring thought life

THE PASTOR’S PHYSICAL HEALTH
For a healthy diet
For good sleep patterns
For consistent exercise

For protection against illness

THE PASTOR’S FAMILY
For ongoing safety and security
For a healthy, Christ-honoring marriage
For his wife and children to have strong,
abiding friendships
For protection against injury and illness

For their children to have good relationships
within the church family

For the church to have realistic expectations
of the pastor’s family

For the pastor’s discipleship work to always
begin at home

THE PASTOR’S FRUITFUL MINISTRY
For clear revelation from God on vision

For congregational partnership on the mis-
sion of the church

For transformational discipleship in both the
congregation and the harvest

For a foundation of intercessory prayer in his
own life and within the congregation

For his personal leadership in evangelism

PRrAY (cont. on page 8)
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Glory to God in the Highest and

on Earth Peace

By Lenn Zeller, (volunteer) CCCC Director of Conference Care

In just a few days we will be celebrating the birth of
Christ. God’s Son came to this earth! Why? “Christ
Was Born for This,” a beautiful Christmas cantata,
has a poetic answer:

“For the curse of sin to be broken,
For the gates of heaven to be opened,
For our deliverance and peace,
To bring the Spirit’s sweet velease,
So the world could have a Savior,
Christ was born for this.

God and sinners reconciled
by His gracious sacrifice.

For our hope and consolation,
Christ was born for this”
(“Christ Was Born for This,” Dennis and Nan Allen)

That's why Jesus came... for our deliverance and
peace, for our hope and consolation, to be our Sav-
ior and Redeemer. By His sacrifice, through our trust
in Him, we are forgiven and reconciled to our Cre-
ator, Father God. The doors of heaven are opened,
even to ones such as us! Jesus came first and fore-
most to be a peacemaker, to reconcile our broken
relationship with our heavenly Father and LORD.

That is the joy of the Christmas season. It’s not in all
the trappings and accoutrements that often fill our
time and energies. It’s in Christ, and what He came
to do on our behalf. The greatest joy is to know Him
as Savior, find peace in Him as Shepherd, and obey
Him as Lord. And if we are to become like Him, then
we too must become peacemakers. We too must

forgive even those who betray and attack us. We too
must seek reconciliation, unity and peace... within
the body, the church, our homes and our families.

The scriptures consistently call for us to be people
of peace:

Matthew 5:9 — Blessed ave the peacemak-
ers, for they will be called sons of God.

1 Peter 3:11 — He must turn from evil
and do good; he must seek peace and
pursue it.

Ephesians 4:3 — Make every effort to keep
the unity of the Spirit through the bond

of peace.

Psalm 34:14 — Turn from evil and do
H00d; seek peace and pursue it.

Romans 12:18 — If it is possible, as far
as it depends on you, live at peace with
everyone.

Christ came as the ultimate peacemaker, offering
reconciliation to all who would trust in Him.

If we are truly His disciples, then we must also be of-
fering reconciliation, seeking peace and pursuing i,
and making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit.
There will be differences of opinion and even conflict
in the church and in our homes. But we should be
the ones offering forgiveness and seeking peace and
making every effort to build unity.
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(Scot and Cheryl
Myhr are CCCC
MANIStErs Serving
Chinese students in
the Pittsburgh Area,
working with OMF)

God Bless You This Holiday Season!

By Scott Myhr

GOD IS BLESSING THE
CHINESE IN PITTSBURGH!
| Bob didn't seem like a fit. He had
% just finished high school in China
M and came to the Happy English
" Corner (HEC) and then the Bi-
lingual Fellowship Group (BFG)
- study of the Attributes of God. We
told him he was welcome, but that
d most of those in the BFG were vis-
iting scholars much older than he.
Wanting to improve his English,
both he and the youth pastor thought the BFG would
be good. Over the weeks, we built a relationship with
him. Eventually he switched to the undergrad Chi-
nese cell group where he’s able to dialogue with his
peers about God.

Carrie came a few months before her 9-year-old
twins and came regularly to the HEC and BFG.
When her family came from China, Sheryl drove her
to the airport. What a joy to see a mother united with
her children and husband. He visited for a month.
She and her children regularly attend the HEC and
BFG.

Mickey wants an American driver’s license. Sheryl
and others have been teaching her to drive. One les-
son was at a seminary, some in a cemetery! We'll
report her test result to you next time. Every three
years between Christmas and the New Year, it's
time for the east coast Chinese Mission Conference.
Over 2000 Chinese Christians gather and are chal-
lenged about their part in the Great Commission.
OMF International asked me to help man their booth
encouraging people to take the next step in follow-
ing God. We'll also connect with other ministries and
attend seminars to help our ministry.

Christmas is a great time to help the Chinese
students and scholars not only understand that
Christmas isn't just about presents and parties, but
that they can know the one true God who came to
earth for them. Both the HEC and BFG will have
many opportunities to tell them the true meaning
of Christmas.

Thanks for praying for our funding which is above
the 70% requirement (73%). We won't go on full time
Partnership Development early in 2014, but will in
the fall as planned. We desire to finish 2013 at 100%.

PRAISES:
God worked through some colleagues and
friends to connect “Returnees” in China and
even Germany.

Two from the HEC got baptized in August
(they were connected to Chinese cell
groups).

God brought many to the summer HEC
Learning English with the Bible (LEB). 101
people come at least once, with an average
of 26 each week. The children averaged six!
The fall HEC average is 35 with a record 43
attending recently. We've had eight children
the last three weeks.

We are averaging eight adults and three
children in recent BGF attendance Corrie
(new high school) and Esther (homeschool)
started the school year well, but Corrie’s
adjustment has been a challenge.

God is using the HEC and BFG to bridge
students and scholars to the Chinese church.

THANKSGIVNG (cont. on page 7
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DIVERSITY (cont. from page 3) THANKSGIVING (cont. from page 6)

come. Our church is as much about the social expe- |TEMS FOR PRAYER:

rience as the spiritual one. Before we moved to this g7y who came back to Pittsburgh and started

new location, there wasn’t enough room to provide studying the Bible with Sheryl might be leaving
all the services that we wanted. Now we will soon be  again. Pray she'll continue to seek God.

offering classes in computers, job skills and English

language. We also hope to open a day care center. Pray for more people from the HEC and BFG
We will create a better future for our members in our to connect with Chinese cell groups.
community.” Pray for great year-end financial giving

Reflective of great diversity, this church looks dif- toward our minisry.

ferent to some of us in many ways, but together we Pray for increased passion and energy.
praise Christ as the author of our salvation. And we Pray for Corrie’s continued adjustment to
see His hand at work in this place. high school.

PS. Our most recent Cornerstone Project is to —Scot and Sheryl,
benefit this church and their new building. Corrie, and Esther Myhr

Go to: betp.//www.ccccusa.com/wp-content/
uploads/2011/07/Cornerstone-ky.pdf for more
information about International Christian Fellowship,
and to: bzt p.//www.ccccusa.com/giving/
cornerstone-corps/ for more information about
CCCC Cornerstone Corps.

ED STETZER FEATURED SPEAKER AT 66TH ANNUAL FAMILY CONFERENCE

Featured speaker on Tuesday will be Ed Stetzer, author,
speaker, researcher, pastor, church planter, and Christian
missiologist. Stetzer is President of LifeWay Research, a
division of LifeWay Christian Resources. He has planted, re-
vitalized, and pastored churches, trained pastors and church
planters on six continents, holds two masters degrees and
two doctorates, and has written dozens of articles and books.

Stetzer currently serves as Visiting Professor of Research
and Missiology at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and Visit-
ing Research Professor at Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary, and has taught at many other colleges and semi-
naries. He is also a contributing editor for Christianity To-
day, a columnist for Outreach magazine, and is frequently
cited or interviewed in national news outlets such as USA
Todayand CNN.
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EXCITEMENT (cont. from page 1)

out, it does not return void (cf. Isaiah 55:11). So when
ministry is exhausting and people wear us down, we
are driven and encouraged by God's Holy Spirit to
be faithful to God’s Word and the work which He has
called us to do. Let us be encouraged with the charge
Paul left with the churches in Galatia in Galatians 6:9,
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in
due season we will reap, if we do not give up.

PASTORAL CHANGES

Warren, PA Good News Community Church*
(Part-time)

Larry Condron

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES

Parkersburg, IA First Congregational Church*

(Associate Pastor)

LaMoaille, IL First Congregational Church*

Cohasset, MA Beechwood Congregational
Church*

Haverhill, MA West Congregational Church *
(Worship Pastor)

Haverhill, MA West Congregational Church *
(Children’s Pastor)

Cook, MN Ashawa Chapel*
(Part-time)

Norwood, MN Church of Peace*
(Part-time)

Bertold, ND Berthold Baptist Church (ABC)

Scottsbluff, NE Emmanuel Congregational

Church*

Scottsbluff, NE Plymouth Congregational
Church*

Inwood, NY Community Bible Church*
(Part-time)

Beaver Springs,  Christ Church (EFCA)

PA

Reynoldsville, PA  Paradise Community Church

(Uce)

First Congregational Church
(Independent) (Part-time)

* = Conference member
+ = In process

Orwell, VT
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PRAY (cont. from page 4)

and building relationships with pre-Christian
people

For him to understand and live out his divine
design for the kingdom of God — that he will
focus on areas where he is gifted and strong,
and will delegate in areas where he is not

THE PASTOR'’S PROVISION

For the church to pay him a truly adequate
salary or release him enough to pursue a
gainful dual income

For his financial obligations to remain current
For his family to be debt-free

For the ability to live at the same lifestyle
level as his community and congregation

For the church to adequately maintain the
parsonage and property (if applicable)

As you can see, if a congregation consistently prays
this way for their pastor — and especially if there is
a dedicated group of people who have covenanted
with the pastor to make this their personal interces-
sory mission every day on his behalf — the differ-
ence can be enormous.

Do you pray like this for your pastor? Does your pas-
tor have a dedicated intercessory prayer team? If
not, then both your pastor and your church are left
wanting in the single most-important area of protec-
tion and provision the Lord provides.

Intercessory prayer for the pastor, the church and
the community is a vital part of our CCCC Church
Development Process.

Would you like more information? Contact the
CCCC Office at (651) 739-1474.
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Newborn Screening
Betty Mitchell RN BSN,

The FORESEE

Parish Nurse,Emmanuel Bethel Church, Royal Oak, MI

All newborn babies are screened
today, even if they look healthy.
Many of the medical conditions
newborns are tested for are not evi-
dent by looking at the baby. Finding
these conditions soon after birth
can help prevent serious problems,
such as brain or organ damage and even death.

There are 30 disorders infants can be screened for
and effectively treated. Many of the conditions are
related to a lack of enzymes needed in the metabo-
lism of various acids produced normally in the body.
If left untreated, the accumulation of these acids will
cause varying degrees of brain damage.

Some other inherited conditions cause diseases of
the red blood cells result-
ing in anemia, infections,
pain and damage to vital
organs. The symptoms oc-
cur when there are abnor-
mal kinds and/or amounts
of hemoglobin, the main
protein in the red blood
cell that carries oxygen to
every part of the body.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR AND
READERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS
We welcome your contributions!
If you have comments on what you read here,
please e-mail them to
kenandjoy@bellsouth.net.

If you have other comments or articles you wish
to contribute, including
“Something to Think About,”
please send them to the same e-mail address.

4

There are some conditions which are not genetic,
but can cause mild to severe disorders. Included in
this group are congenital hypothyroidism, hearing
loss and cystic fibrosis.

It is important that each newborn be tested for these
disorders to prevent future problems. A few drops of
blood at birth are sent to a newborn screening lab
for testing. A hearing test is a brief test for hearing
loss that can be done even if the baby is sleeping
and should be done before one month of age if not
done before discharge from the hospital.

Caring for those with whom God has blessed us is
our responsibility.

Source: www.marchofdimes.com, www.cdc.gov
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66th Annual Family Conference®

JULY 21-24, 2014

“For Every Generation”
(Psalm 33:11)

CROWNE PLAZA - PROVIDENCE (WARWICK), RHODE ISLAND
801 Greenwich Ave Warwick , Rhode Island 02886

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN
CONFERENCE

8941 Hwy 5
Lake Elmo, MN
55042
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