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Life in the CCCC Churches-Eastern OH

by Bob Barber, Area Rep for Eastern Ohio,

Pastor of Huntsbury Congregational Church, Huntsbury, Obio

New starts and revitalization are in the works for
the Eastern Ohio Area. We are seeing some of the
CCCC Seven Guiding Values — like healthy church
multiplication, a culture of believing prayer and inter-
cession and a culture of peacemaking and recon-
ciliation — take a definite __

foothold. In short, God is
working and His kingdom
is growing

Pastor Matt Reed is
working on a new church
plant near Canton, Ohio,
that has been meeting
in his home in Jackson
Township since the end

Of September‘ Matt has St Peters Church, New Bremen, Ohio

designed the meeting to

be a cross and combination of Bible study and wor-
ship. The group, called “Mosaic,” meets every Sun-
day night and includes a children’s ministry.

Salem Evangelical Church in Marion, Ohio is experi-
encing excitement. Rev. Pat Street, pastor at Salem
and head of the CCCC Spiritual Life Committee, has
recently printed a booklet, Daring... Definite... Delib-
erate... Prayer. The title conveys the kind of prayer
Pat and Salem see both as needed and possible
in our churches. Pat has just led a Prayer Seminar
based upon his study at the Fluvanna Community
Church in Jamestown, New York.

Further, Salem Evangelical is embarking on a new
road and has plans to plant a new church. A neighbor-
ing church in Green Camp is “handing the keys” to the

Salem church. Salem Evangelical will be given build-
ings, property and furnishings. There are many plans
and details ahead for the new All Souls Church; and
the Holy Spirit is leading. Things begin on March 1.

Huntsburg Congregational
Church in Huntsburg, Ohio
has covenanted with our
CCCC Church Development
Team to walk through the
stages of the LzfeFlow Pro-
cess. Congregational and
pastoral assessments have
been completed and un-
packed. And John Kimball
and Todd Venman brought
the Peacemakers Seminar
to Huntsburg. The church
will send a leadership team to the LifeFlow Infusion
Hub in Zelienople, Pennsylvania in late March.

Meanwhile our regional gatherings continue with the
Fall Pastors’ gathering held in Huntsburg and our
Winter Banquet for pastors, spouses and church
leaders at Malone University in Canton on February
27. The Winter Banquet features speaker Bill Quigley,
Assistant Professor for Youth Ministry in the Depart-
ment of Theology at Malone.

By God's grace and leading things are and will be
happening in Eastern Ohio. The Conference’s guid-
ing values are taking shape. Would you please pray
for our walk down God’s road?
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Give God the Glory

Ron Hamilton, Conference Minister

Recent messages in church from the Book of Dan-
iel have led me to go back and reread the book. In
reading Daniel 2, | came across Daniel’s response
when God revealed to him the meaning of King Ne-
buchadnezzar’s dream.

During the night the mystery was revealed to Dan-
iel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of
heaven and said:

“Praise be to the name of God for ever
and ever; wisdom and power ave his.

He changes times and seasons,
he deposes kings and raises up others.

He gives wisdom to the wise
and knowledge to the discerning.

He reveals deep and hidden things;
he knows what lies in darvkness,
and light dwells with him.

1 thank and praise you, God of my
ancestors:
You have given me wisdom and power,

You have made known to me what we
asked of you,

You have made known to us the dveam
of the king.”

These verses remind me of Daniel’s humble re-
sponse to God’s work in His life. We know from the
scripture that Daniel was young, handsome, smart

and well-informed. He was capable on many fronts
and must have been tempted to be proud. But the
key to his successful role in God’s kingdom work
was his humility. He was about to gain favor with
the king by interpreting the dream. But before all
of that, he praised God and thanked Him for His
faithful work in his life.

The leadership of our Conference has been active
in seeking God'’s will and way for our fellowship in
the coming days. We are excited that God has re-
vealed His will to us clearly, and we are working
to articulate this to all of you. We are about to in-
troduce a new focus on pastoral development that
will impact our churches and their communities in
ways that go beyond what we can ask or imagine.
| feel a bit like Daniel. Mysteries of God’s will have
been revealed to us, and we are fully committed to
moving forward with these plans.

The teaching of Daniel 2 reminds us never to get
ahead of God and take ownership of things that are
not ours. Let us humbly praise God for His work in
our lives, our churches, and our Conference and
devote ourselves to continually and humbly prais-
ing Him as we carry out His work.
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To Live is Christ, To Die is Gain

Terry Shanahan, NE Regional Minister

I eagerly expect and hope that 1 will in no way
be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage
50 that now as always Christ will be exalted in
my body, whether by life or by death. For to me,
to live is Christ and to die is goin. If 1 am to
40 on lLiving in the body, this will mean fruit-
ful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do
not know! I am torn between the two: I desive
to depart and be with Christ, which is better by
far; but it is move necessary for you that I ve-
main in the body. Convinced of this, I know that
1 will vemain, and 1 will continue with all of
you for your progvess and joy in the faith, so that
through my being with you again your boasting
in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me.
(Philippians 1:20-26)

An imprisoned Paul, awaiting the fate of his jailers’
decisions, has time to reflect on life. In one way or
another we have been in this situation, whether it is
our own life or the life of family member, a friend or
parishioner. We have dealt with matters of life and
death, as Hebrews 9:27 says that man is destined to
die once. However, Paul reflects on his own mortal-
ity as he considers life or death, and he rejoices that
these are two great options. This situation is win-win.
For him, to live is Christ, to die is gain. There is no
downside to the circumstances he faces. He will either
be with Christ, which he says is the better thing, or he
will remain to be involved in Kingdom work, or as he
says, for progress and joy in the faith. Paul is clear on
this point that if he remains on earth it is for a divine
purpose. He lives for Christ.

After avoiding being hospitalized all my life, | man-
aged to make up for that in 2013. Three separate
hospital stays for a total of 14 days are more then
enough to even the scales. | say that with the under-

standing that we often have no control over these
matters, and | am forever grateful to God for the pos-
itive outcomes and the blessings He has bestowed
upon me. Though at no time was | at death’s door,
the occasions were such that | signed several waiv-
ers that the next procedure or surgery, although not
expected to, could lead to my demise.

When these occasions occur and with each passing
year we are given the opportunity to pause and re-
flect on our own mortality. Much like Paul, who had
the opportunity to consider the ramifications of being
on earth or going home to be with the Lord. Knowing
that we are not even guaranteed tomorrow, we, like
Paul, are assured that when we depart this earth we
will be with Christ, which Paul says, is “better by far.”
The great evangelist D.L. Moody is quoted as saying,
“Some day you will read in the papers that D.L. Moody
of East Northfield is dead. Don't you believe a word of
it! At that moment | shall be more alive than | am now;
| shall have gone up higher, that is all, out of this old
clay tenement into a house that is immortal — a body
that death cannot touch, that sin cannot taint; a body
fashioned like unto His glorious body.”

As we have that same assurance we must also know
that if we remain on earth for however long that may
be, we do so with a divine purpose. As surely as we
will be called home to be with Christ, we are also
called to remain here with and for Christ. We are not
just called to a belief but to a way of life that continues
until we are called home. As Paul says, If I am to go
on living in the body, this will mean fruitful lo-
bor for me. If we are to go on living in the body,
it must mean fruitful labor for us as well.
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Embracing Natural Community

By John Kimball, CCCC Director of Church Development

Recently, my family has been reviewing old pho-

| tos and slides. Most of these are of our old farm,

where we raised hay, corn, asparagus and horses.
One of the earliest lessons | remember on the farm

1 was learning that horses are social animals. They

naturally seek to live in herds, and unless there is
a disease issue that requires isolation, are happier
and healthier when out to pasture in groups. We had
another barn and corral on the farm to use when a

~ horse had to be separated, and that singular horse

was never happy.

Community is such an incredible thing. In so many
areas of His creation, God has designed into its fabric
the need and desire for community. Horses and bi-
son need the herd. Peo-
ple need family. Flower-
ing plants tend to grow in
clusters unless separat-
ed. Most fruit trees need
the orchard or grove
for cross-pollination or
there is no fruit. There is
something beautiful and
fruit-bearing about natu- §
ral community.

When it comes to God’s people in the church, we
often talk about community. We pursue fellowship
(sometimes above everything else). We know the
value of studying God’s word, praying, doing ministry
and worshipping in groups. Seminaries teach pas-
tors about group dynamics. Small groups are known
to be a necessity for growth and health in a con-
gregation. But even when these things become pri-
orities, too many churches still seem to have limited
fruit. Why are there so few conversions? Why so little
authentic discipling being done by members?

There are likely multiple answers to these questions,
but there is one primary problem that may be in the
driver’s seat: when drawing people into community
within the church, we are also usually creating isola-
tion from their natural social circles at the same time.
Many times | have heard comments from pastors
and parishioners that clearly show we think this is re-
demptive, butit’s not. Too often, when we make some-
one (especially a new believer) a part of the Family
of God, we cut them off from their former spheres of
influence — their natural community — and in doing
so we also often cut them off from their single most-
effective witness and ministry opportunities. We
teach them to focus on the church community rather
than the lost community — those pre-Christian fam-
ily members, friends
and acquaintances they
would be most likely to
§ influence with the love
| and gospel of Christ.
We emphasize the “holy
§ huddle” and then wonder
s Wwhy kingdom fruit and
expansion diminishes.

What if we changed our
paradigm slightly and
made the church community the place for disciple-
ship, mentoring and equipping believers to go back
into their natural communities to spread the rule and
reign of King Jesus? What if the church is not the
“destination” for the believer, but the kingdom of God
is as it spreads out from the church? It would appear
that this is much more in line with the Great Commis-
sion Jesus gives, instructing us to make disciples of
all people groups as we go out in life.

EMBRACING (cont. on page 8)
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Holding Your Tongue

By Lenn Zeller, (Volunteer) CCCC Director of Conference Care

The apostle Paul gave some sound advice in his let-
ter to the church in Ephesus, Do not let any un-
wholesome talk come out of your mouths, but
only what is helpful for building others up ac-
cording to their needs, that it may benefit those
who listen. (Ephesians 4: 29) How many hurt feel-
ings, relational difficulties and even church conflicts
result from careless, hurtful words spoken rashly and
without thought? How much better off we would all
be if we just exercised some restraint and tried hard
to not allow any unwholesome talk to come out of our
mouths!

“Non Sequitur” is a quirky but usually fun cartoon by
Wiley Miller. It features Danae, a pre-adolescent girl
with a pessimistic view of the world (but not of her-
self), and her friend Lucy, a talking pygmy Clydes-
dale who, like Hobbes of Calvin and Hobbes, plays
the silent observer most of the time. In a comic strip
from May of 2013, Danae was sitting under a tree,
when Lucy came along and the conversation went
like this:

Lucy: “Hey, watcha doing, Danae?”

Danae: “Practicing.”

Lucy: “Practicing what?”

Danae: “Shut up and mind your own stupid
business.”

Lucy: “Oh, well, excuuuse me.”

Danae: “No, that’s what I'm calling my new

peace movement. We wouldn't have

any problems if everyone just kept

the junk inside their head from spill-

ing out.”

(After a long pause) “Oh... OK... It’s

a bit rude, but | can get on board

with that.”

Danae: “Shhh! Your face is leaking words.”

Lucy:

[t was a bit rude — in character for Danae — but
rude, nevertheless. Still, it does express the truth

that there is much trouble caused when people sim-
ply allow the junk in their heads (or hearts) to spill
out. Thoughtless words, unkind remarks, jokes that
cut and sting, rash statements to defend ourselves
at the cost of others..., these are things that cause
countless heartaches and conflicts. How much bet-
ter to be slow to speak quick to listen and slow to
become angry! (James 1:19)

Maybe that's why the Old Testament Proverbs
are full of exhortations to be very careful with our
words. Reckless words pierce like a sword, but
the tongue of the wise brings healing. (Proverbs
12:18) When words arve many, sin is not absent,
but he who holds bis tongue is wise. (Proverbs
10:19) See also Proverbs 4:24; 10:11 and 32, 13:3;
15:1 and many more. James, the brother of Jesus,
also had a lot to say about holding the tongue and
not allowing it to be a source of harm to others.

The Bible passage that speaks most directly to this
in my mind is from Jesus Himself: You brood of
vipers, how can you who are evil say anything
good? For out of the overflow of the heart the
mouth speaks. The good man brings good things
out of the good stoved up in him, and the evil
man brings evil things out of the evil stoved up
in bim. But 1 tell you that men will have to give
account on the day of judgment for every care-
less word they have spoken. For by your words
you will be acquitted, and by your words you
will be condemned. (Matthew 12: 34-37)

We will be judged for every careless word we have
spoken! That alone should give us pause when
tempted to let it fly. For the sake of the church, for the
sake of our brothers and sisters in Christ, for our own
sake... we need to keep some of those unkind, harsh
words from spilling out. Give it some thought.
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For more
information
and to register go
to:
www.ccccusa.com

Click on the
FORESEE button
and navigate to the
Reformed
Congregational
Fellowship
post

2014 RCF Pastors’ Conference

(The Reformed Congregational Fellowship involves some of our CCCC pastors and others. Co-
Moderators of the group ave CCCC pastors Paul Wanamaker and Kirk van der Swaagh. The
Sfellowship meets each spring in New England. We arve pleased to announce their confevence, that
others in the CCCC may wish to know about it and participate. — Editor)

ARE WE PREACHING THE GOSPEL?
“For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for itis
the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek.” — Paul the Apostle

“The Gospel is called the ‘good news’ be-
cause it addresses the most serious prob-
lem that you and | have as human beings,
and that problem is simply this: God is holy
and He is just, and I'm not.” — R.C. Sproul

“Because the gospel is news, good news
(even if some will hear it as bad news), it is
to be announced: that's what one does with
news.” — D.A. Carson

The Church has been entrusted with a treasure and
a task. The treasure: the truth that a necessary sav-
ing righteousness has been supplied by a gracious
God; the task: to get the word out that the treasure
is found in the person of Christ. When the Church is
faithful to this sacred trust it is at its strongest.

Faithfulness to the gospel, however, requires vigi-
lance. We need to be reminded often of its content
and character lest what we proclaim as the gospel
is not what has been actually been entrusted to
us. The authors of the Savoy Declaration under-
stood the need, actually adding a chapter (Chapter
20) to the companion document, the Westminster
Confession of Faith, that deals particularly with the
content of the gospel and the role of preaching in
its dissemination.

We invite you to the annual
Reformed Congregational Fellowship Pastors’
Conference,
March 25-27, 2014
at the
Wonderland Conference Center,
Sharon, Massachusetts.

Six presentations by colleagues serving in the pas-
torate will be the stepping off point for a lively and
collegial consideration of the Savoy’s, “Of the Gos-
pel, and of the Extent of the Grace Thereof”

Titles include:

What is the Gospel Promise?

God’s Progressive Revelation of His Re-
demptive Purposes

The Regenerative Power of the Holy Spirit in
the Gospel of the Old Testament: Its Content,
Efficacy and Parity to the New Testament

The Gospel as to the Substance of It:
Preaching Christ, the Power and the Wisdom
of God

The Significance of the Gospel vs. Discover-
ing God in His Works

How God Uses Subjective Human Experi-
ences in Bringing the Elect to Salvation

We hope you will join us.
Your fellow servants,
Paul Wanamaker &
Kirk van der Swangh
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The Warmth of Jesus’ Love in the Icy Cold

by a CCCC Missionary in one of our Northern States
As you are all well aware, our country has  to you, as you did it to one of the least having lost everything, and so their finan-

been in the grip of a deep-freeze this year.
As cold-weather and snow records are be-
ing broken everywhere, we have the pus
opportunity to show the warmth of

the love of Jesus. '

On December 31, our university
hosted the international student ori- S5
entation. Even the university was as- #
tonished at the number of students. |
thought that the university knew how
many new students would be arriv-
ing, but they dont. Each semester
they issue a large number of 1-20s,
which are official invitations to come to
our school, so that students can apply for
a visa to get here. But as you know, any
given student may apply at two or three
schools, so each university doesn’t know
exactly how many will arrive until they ac-
tually show up. The university was expect-
ing about 150 new students and more than
200 have actually arrived!

As far as | could tell about 65% of these new
students were from Saudi Arabia. What a
shock! Can you imagine traveling from one
of the hottest climates on earth and coming
to a city where the temps quickly dropped
below 0°? Pray that we will welcome them
warmly in the name of Jesus.

NEW CHALLENGES FOR OUR
CITY IN 2014 — REFUGEES!

And when did we see you a stranger
and welcome you, or naked and clothe
you? And when did we see you sick
or in prison and visit you? And the
King will answer them, < Truly, I say

of these my brothers, you did it to me.
(Matthew 7:11)

cial resources are extremely limited.

Within a relatively short period of time,
six months to a year, our government
expects that they will be more or less
self-sufficient. This gives us only a
short time to help them with a wide
range of needs. Our hope is to share
the love of Jesus in both practical and

e spiritual ways, so that His serving love

As we begin the new 2014 year, there are
exciting challenges ahead of us. Not only
are immigrants and international students
continuing to come to our city, but for the
first time, in 2014, our city has been desig-
nated a refugee resettiement city. We will
be receiving about 30 families, relocated
here from places like Iraq and Syria.

Several of our extended team members
have been meeting with people from the
city as well as from an agency helping with
the resettlement. They are excited about
the ESL program we have developed for
women and children, but they have asked
for classes to be added for men.

Please pray about this new development.
Refugees have a very different set of
needs than immigrants or international stu-
dents. Often their language skills are lower.
Many times they are coming from situa-
tions where they have been traumatized,
and have deep wounds that have to heal.
Often they are rebuilding their lives after

can take front and center position in
their awareness. As social service
agencies are already swamped with
needs, this is a great opportunity for
the church to step in.

We need help and guidance and more par-
ticipation than ever on the part of all the
churches in the Toledo area. Please pray
Please pray that God would turn the hearts
of those in His kingdom toward the growing
refugee community. We want our city to be
known as a place where the stranger was
welcomed in the name of Jesus!

MORE PRAISE AND PRAYER
POINTS
Praise that the Persian “Greg” didn’t
have a ministroke and he is doing
better.

Pray for God to provide all the Eng-
lish mentors needed for the many
incoming new students.

Pray for 7 visiting scholars who are
studying the Bible with us, that God
would open the door of faith.

Pray for a Chinese friend “Bart” who
just dislocated his shoulder.
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LYNN SCOVIL

Rev. Lynn E. Scovil, 87, of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, went
to be the Lord on Tuesday, February 4, 2014. He
was born in Ashtabula, Ohio November 22, 1926.

Lynn was pastor of the Plymouth Congregational
Church in Oshkosh for 35 years. He also served
as president of the CCCC 1984-86. He is survived
by his wife of 66 years, Shirley, and two children
including Larry Scovil, also a former Conference
President.

2014 CCCC MISSION TRIP

JUNE 21-29, 2014

JAMAICA

Team Jamaica.... is committed to being salt and

light to the people of Jamaica. Team Jamaica...is

set apart as we work WITH YOU to specialize a trip

that stretches you but also uses your gifts and tal-
. ents in the most effec-

.. tive away while serving

on the Island.

MISSIONARY TRIP
LEADER

Clair Longuevan is a
veteran missionary who

= has served in the Mali

Republic, West Africa, and has led over 70 short
term teams to many different countries including
Jamaica. He and his wife, Mayann serve as Mis-
sion Ambassadors with Avant Ministries and the
Belgian Evangelical Mission. Clair is also the short-
term missions coordinator for the CCCC.

For complete information and application,
Go to www.ccccusa.com to download:
2014 Jamaica Mission Trip.

IPM Training

For the first time, the CCCC and Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary are partnering to bring Interim
Ministry Training to the Northeast. If you are inter-
ested in Interim Ministry don’t miss this opportunity!

S ae” INTERIM PASTOR
MINISTRIES
—Training Event—

AN INTRODUCTION TO

INTERIM MINISTRY

March 17 and 18, 2014 (9-5 each day)
Location:
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary,
130 Essex St, South Hamilton, MA 01982

Cost: $175
(spouses attend free): Includes all materials

Meals and lodging on your own.
(The GCTS Cafeteria will be open to
purchase lunch)

Local accommodations can be found on
Kayak.com etc.

THIS TRAINING EVENT IS FOR :
Pastors interested in serving as
Interim Pastors

Denominational leaders wanting to learn
more about our ministry

Pastors exploring future ministry possibilities

This is an essential training event for all
interested in serving with IPM

INTERIM PASTOR MINISTRIES
Attn: Tracie Gladding
PO Box 113 Orleans, Ml 48865

Questions or more information:
Call: 800.501.7117
E-mail: ipmdirector@gmail.com
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Reflections on God’s Provision

By Rev J. Loring Carpenter

Bob and | were recently discussing stew-
ardship. The story he shared still challeng-
es me. Preparing for Stewardship Sunday,
he said, “the Spirit gave me a children’s
message I'll never forget.” My guess is that
this message meant for children had more
impact on adults.

Bob said to one of the children, “Amy, I'd
like to give you $10. Would you like that?”
Her smile, tinged with a little skepticism an-
swered even though she remained speech-
less. Bob counted the ten one dollar bills,
placing them in her hands. When finished
he said, “Amy, this is yours to enjoy any
way you wish, but there is one condition.”
“What?” Amy asked. “You must give me
one dollar back.” Without hesitation (indi-
cating that Amy might become a shrewd
business woman?) she handed Bob the
dollar bill and, still smiling, rushed back to
her parents with nine dollars.

| wonder how | would have responded. No,
| wonder how | do respond to God who
daily gives me abundance beyond my ex-
pectation. Blessed to live in a part of the
world that is blessed with resources of
which even 90% is more than needed dai-
ly, how often do | hesitate to return to the
Giver His requested 10%? Sometimes | fall
into a bartering mode: “Can’t you settle for
less, God?” Sometimes | request a delay:
“God, I'll get it to you when | have adequate
resources.” Sometimes | hesitate as | do
the math: “God, should it be on my gross
or net amount?” Sometimes | question His
omnipotence: “God, you don't understand

how hard that 10% is due to my needs in
the coming months.” Less than [ like to ad-
mit is my response rejoicing in the blessing
of His gift of 90%. Rare is a response of joy
in abundance that results in seeking ways
to give 20%, even 30% away (even though
| remember the joy of a former parishioner
who regularly did this)!

Generosity is really is a matter of the heart.
Scripture clearly teaches that tithes, offer-
ings, even our modern concept, philan-
thropy, are all meant to be a response of
thanksgiving to God. It is an acknowledg-
ment that we own nothing, and owe Him
obedience as stewards of His provision.
It is a way to nurture our relationship with
the Master, and an instrumental aspect of
discipleship. My typical responses beg the
question: is my journey of discipleship less
than God intends; is my relationship with
the Lord as deep as | think? Is my hesitant
attitude in stewardship stifling my growth in
the Lord?

Numerous surveys indicate that people of
the most generous denominations give an
average of 5-6% of their annual income.
Christians donate an average of 3-4%,
while the general public contributes about
2-4%. These statistics have changed
little in fifty years. | wonder what Malachi
would have to say about this? What minis-
try could occur if Christians took seriously
our Master’s guidance about our use of His
provision? An Empty Tomb study showed
in terms of mere dollars needed that if ev-
ery Christian tithed world hunger could be

alleviated. Has God already provided re-
sources for greater mission and ministry,
only to have us hold back? Do we think HE
will change His mind?

As we enter the New Year, is this the year
to consider anew God’s provision and His
call upon us as stewards? Maybe this is the
year we strive to be like Amy — living as if
we really do believe Psalm 24:1: T'he earth
is the LORD’s, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it...

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
AND
READERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS
We welcome your contributions!
If you have comments on what you
read here, please e-mail them to
kenandjoy@bellsouth.net.

If you have other comments or articles
you wish to contribute, including
“Something to Think About,”
please send them to the same e-mail
address.
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66th Annual
Family Conference

%Wa//ﬁe L_O‘.,‘ &, /o
e@
GENERATION

JULY 21-24, 2014
“FOR EVERY GENERATION” PSALM 33:11

KEY NOTE SPEAKER: ED STETZER

Author, speaker, researcher, pastor, church planter,
and Christian missiologist, Ed Stetzer, will be speaking
and answering questions for us. Stetzer has planted,
revitalized, and pastored churches, trained pastors and
church planters on six continents, holds two masters
degrees and two doctorates, and has written dozens of
articles and books.

Stetzer currently serves as Visiting Professor of Re-
search and Missiology at Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School and Visiting Research Professor at Southeast-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, and has taught at many other colleges and
seminaries. Stetzer is a contributing editor for Christianity Today, a columnist
for Outreach magazine, and is frequently cited or interviewed in national news
outlets such as USA Today and CNN.

Registration Details in March!

EMBRACING (cont. from page 4)

While there are cases where separating new be-
lievers from their former circle of friends may be
necessary, this is an exception — not the rule.
When we fear the potential influence of non-Chris-
tians in the life of a new believer, we are also un-
wittingly admitting that we believe the power of the
world trumps the power and plan of our God! My
Jesus tells me to rejoice because he has overcome
the world (John 16:33)!

When a church isolates people from their God-given
spheres of influence, it ultimately reduces or even
eliminates their fruit. Instead, we should be prepar-
ing people to interact with their pre-Christian fam-
ily, friends, neighbors and coworkers, putting their
Jesus-transformation on display for all to see. We
should equip them to demonstrate the authentic love
of Christ. We should empower them to start prayer
gatherings and simple Bible studies in their homes
— yes, even as brand new believers! At the very
least, they can host a gathering and a more mature
believer can lead. But we dare not isolate them and
cut off their influence.

Friends, local churches only grow from the outside.
Jesus designed it that way. Reconnecting people (or
not disconnecting them in the first place) to their nat-
ural communities is essential in our quest to spread
the rule and reign of Jesus throughout our cities and
our world.
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PASTORAL CHANGES
Bored?
Betty Mitchell RN BSN, Cohasset, MA gﬁﬁtr::r\:!ood Congregational
Parish Nuvse, Emmanuel Bethel Church,
Stephen McDonald
Royal Oak, M1
There are times when it becomes = PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES
difficult to stick to a regUlar exercise Parkersburg, IA First Congregational*
routine. One of the barriers or ob- (Associate Pastor)
stacles in maintaining exercise rou- = LaMoille, IL First Congregational Church*
tine is boredom. Doing the same  Sulphur Springs,  Sulphur Springs Christian
: IN Church
’ ' Douglas, MA Second Congregational Church*
Boredom often leads people to eat even if they are ' gook MN Ashawa Chapel*
not hungry or sit and watch TV. Less activity with (Part-time)
more food consumption will cause weight problems.  Norwood, MN Church of Peace*
. (Part-time)
Some ways to help overcome boredom involve ,
. i . o Beulah, ND Beulah Congregational Church*
choosing activities you enjoy. If running is not for ,
. C o Berthold, ND Berthold Baptist Church (ABC)
you, then try walking, swimming or bicycling. Any . _
. . Taylor, ND Taylor Ecumenical Parish (AFLC)
activity that motivates you to move counts.
. . o Scottsbluff, NE ~ Emmanuel Congregational
Having a variety of activities you can choose from Church*
is helpful, too. Different muscle groups are strength-  Scottsbluff, NE Plymouth Congregational
ened when you walk, bike or swim. Church*
Find a friend, relative or neighbor to team up with, it e Y ?ﬁ;ﬁj‘_ﬁ;%)&ble L
will .g|ye you mpentwe to stick Wlth. a.n activity. The Beaver Springs,  Christ Church (EFCA)
socialization will also make the activity more enjoy- ' pA

able and fun.

Be adventuresome and challenge yourself to try a
new exercise or learn a new skill to add to your rou-
tine of fitness activities. Consider a new or different
location to do your exercises — exercise classes,

health club, outdoors, etc.
Source: http://www.mayoclinic.org /fitness/ART-20045099

Reynoldsville, PA

Orwell, VT

Paradise Community Church
(UCC)

First Congregational Church
(Independent) (Part-time)

* = Conference member

+ = In process
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66th Annual Family Conference*

JULY 21-24, 2014

. CROWNE PLAZA - PROVIDENCE (WARWICK), RHODE ISLAND
2 w 801 Greenwich Ave Warwick , Rhode Island 02886

e folbns o, H|SWF[]» '\/e@
G ENERATION

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN
CONFERENCE

8941 Hwy 5
Lake Elmo, MN
55042

C ‘CONSERVATIVE



