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The Place of NCD in Making 
Healthy Disciple-Making Churches
by Conference Minister Ron Hamilton

The CCCC church development process involves the Natural Church Development (NCD) assessment. A 
major premise of this process is stated in this principle, Healthy churches are growing churches, and quality 
can be measured.

I’m pleased that church health has become a popular subject in the 21st Century. Much of the analysis of the 
church focused on church growth at the end of the last century. The fastest growing churches received all of 
the attention and the pastors of large, growing churches became the popular speakers at gatherings for pastors 
and church leaders. However, careful analysis of the growth of the church in America showed that a majority of 
the growth was transfer growth. Many churches were growing at the expense of others and church members 
had become consumers of popular church programs.

One of the key guidelines for a pastor of a healthy church is laid out in 2 Timothy 2:2.

And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable 
people who will also be qualified to teach others.

This teaching about church leadership has been described as discipleship to the fourth generation. Paul is a 
strong disciple (first generation) who disciples Timothy (second generation) who disciples reliable people (third 
generation) who are then qualified to disciple others (fourth generation). Any church that has this level of dis-
cipleship is healthy and strong and will survive many challenges.

Discipleship of the next generation is a key factor for the health and growth of any church. The leadership of 
the CCCC is committed to ministry that makes more and better disciples, more and better leaders and more 
and better churches. To this end, we ask every church to describe their process of discipleship in the annual 
questionnaire. DISCIPLESHIP is the key metric to the health of the church.

Church health and church growth are not opposing forces. As the NCD material teaches, “Healthy churches 
are growing churches.” The CCCC is making every effort to encourage our pastors and church leaders to en-
gage in discipleship at every level. The mission of our Conference is driven by the principle of discipleship. The 
ministry of the Conference will never be stronger than the ministry of its member churches. w
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NE REGIONAL NEWS

As I travel about and visit various churches, I run into a few who are 
apologetic about their limited size or resources. Some churches 
have developed an attitude that says, “We are not a large church, 
we can’t do too much,” but that thought needs to change to, “We 
are God’s church and we can do anything.” Unfortunately, many 
churches measure their health and success by societal standards, 
size of bank accounts, numbers of parishioners, beautiful build-
ings, multiple programs and pastoral staff. But Jesus himself mea-
sures these things in a different way. Our individual health and our 
health as a church need to be measured in terms of our faith and 
sharing that faith with others by making and growing disciples.

In Luke 10, Jesus sends out seventy-two of his followers to evan-
gelize in people’s homes. The seventy-two come back with glow-
ing reports. Verse 17 reads like this, “The seventy-two returned 
with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 
name.” Jesus’ response to this is interesting. He says, “I saw Sa-
tan fall like lightening from heaven.” Then he adds in verse 
20, “However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, 
but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

What truly counts is your faith. There is no better thing than to 
have a faith that gets your name written in heaven, and there is no 
better ministry than assisting others in getting their name written 
in heaven as well.

We live in a culture that worships success, even in church. The evan-
gelical world was shocked when Bill Hybels, leader of the mega-
church movement, made the surprising announcement that they 
were not effective in their ministry approach. After conducting exten-
sive surveys in their church, called “The Reveal,” their effectiveness 
in making disciples for Christ was rated very low. They had numbers, 
they had money, but they didn’t have a proportionate number of dis-
ciples of Christ. Essentially, what Pastor Hybels was articulating was 
that they had bought into the societal model of success.

Congratulations to Pastor Hybels for taking a hard look at his 
church’s effectiveness and health and making efforts to change it. 

Disciple-making 
Churches
Terry Shanahan, NE Regional Minister

How do You Start a 
Healthy Church?
By John Kimball,   
Director of Church Development

CHURCH DEVELOPMENT 

Nearly 100% of the churched people we talk to about the launch 
of Palmwood Church demonstrate that they do not understand the 
mission to which we are called. The questions people ask are the 
evidence: “Have you bought a building?” (the number one ques-
tion!), “What is your Sunday attendance?,” “When will you be able to 
stop working outside the church and be a full-time pastor?,” “What 
programs are you using to attract people to your church?,” “Do you 
use traditional worship or contemporary worship on Sunday morn-
ings?” What’s sad is that they also show they do not understand the 
mission to which they are called.  

Few people have asked any of us about how we will make disciples 
here in Central Florida. You see, most American Christians have un-
wittingly adopted a faulty set of metrics to measure a church’s suc-
cess: buildings/facilities, offerings, attendance figures and the like. 
These are good barometers as we watch for growth trends in a local 
church, but they are not the measurement by which Jesus would 
have us measure our success. Jesus told you and me to make dis-
ciples. He said growing His Church was His job!

For our Palmwood Church team, and for the congregations that are 
working through the CCCC’s LifeFlow Church Development process, 
disciple-making is the primary metric. We want to prayerfully determine 
the best ways to lead people from where they are (perhaps even before 
they receive Christ) to full Christian maturity. We want to see them living 
out their faith in every aspect of life, and reproducing that faith in others. 
When a person becomes a mature, authentic disciple of Jesus, they 
will attend church. When a person becomes such a disciple of Jesus, 
they will support His mission with their time, the talents that God has 
given them and with their whole tithes. 

 In the CCCC, one of our guiding values is to help each of our lo-
cal congregations become truly healthy, disciple-making churches. 
That means that every member of the church is actively growing 
in their own walk as a modern-day disciple of Jesus, and they are 
actively investing in other people to help them grow to this same 
level of maturity. When it comes to Palmwood Church, for example, 

Start cont on pg 4Disciple-making cont on pg 4
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I caught a spring cold recently. It wasn’t horrible, but the runny nose 
and body aches left me with little energy to do anything. I just want-
ed to sleep, drink chicken soup, and sit in the bathtub and let the 
warm water make me ache less.

When I am sick, I find it hard to impossible to do what I normally do. 
Exercise doesn’t go so well when I’m sick. Work feels like a chore, 
and my mind is really not present. Instead of spending time with my 
family, I really just want to be left alone. The only thing I am really 
good at when I am sick is sleeping and taking care of myself.

Then, when I feel good again, it’s amazing how fresh life feels. With 
no fever, I can run. Without a dripping nose, I get far more done at 
work. With no aches, I enjoy spending time with my family.

Churches can get sick just like people do. When our churches are 
ill, we find it difficult to do the kinds of things that churches are sup-
posed to do. Instead, we turn inward and hurt.

Healthy churches, by contrast, make disciples. In the New Testa-
ment, we can look to the example of the church in Antioch. In Acts 
11:22–30 a movement of God’s Holy Spirit broke out, and many 
people became followers of Jesus. Barnabas, who became involved 
in this movement, reached out to Saul of Tarsus to help him teach 
these young believers how to live as disciples. For an entire year, 
Saul (we know him better by his Roman name, Paul) and Barnabas 
taught and trained the growing group of disciples in Antioch.

Their efforts bore great fruit. The number of disciples grew. They 
collected a large offering for the poor. They began to get a grasp 
on their own giftedness. They prayed hard, fasted, and listened for 
God’s direction. That direction ultimately led them to send Barnabas 
and Saul on a great journey that launched Paul’s missionary career. 
Healthy churches make disciples.

I see that in the church multiplication movement as well. Church 
planters make disciples. I see it in Jason Egan, a church planter 
in Downer’s Grove, Illinois. Jason works with the people he serves 
to teach them how to study the Bible. As they study, they are gain-

Does Your Church 
Have a Cold?
Rob O’Neal, 
Director of Church Multiplication

Drawing Near to 
God in Faith 
By Lenn Zeller,   
Director of Conference Care

“... Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded you. ...”  (Matthew 28:18–20)

This month we are focusing on challenging our local congregations 
to become healthy, disciple-making churches, taking seriously Je-
sus’ command to go and make disciples of all nations. We are fully 
committed to the evangelistic call to proclaim the Gospel so that all 
people everywhere can have the opportunity to respond to Christ in 
repentance and faith and become His disciples, but it also means 
that we are intentional and dedicated to the mandate of helping peo-
ple to develop and flourish in knowledge, wisdom and obedience as 
they grow into mature discipleship in its fullest sense.

We want to help people to believe in Christ as Savior and help them to 
obey Jesus as Lord, serving Him faithfully in this life. In fact, you can’t 
truly have one without the other. If you have truly trusted in Jesus as 
Savior, you will be compelled to follow Him as Lord.

Dallas Willard expresses this well, “A fundamental mistake of the 
conservative side of the American church today, and much of the 
western church, is that it takes as its basic goal to get as many 
people as possible ready to die and go to heaven. It aims to get 
people into heaven rather than to get heaven into people…. It im-
plodes upon itself because it creates groups of people who may be 
ready to die, but clearly are not ready to live. They rarely can get 
along with one another, much less with those ‘outside.’” (Renovation 
of the Heart, by Dallas Willard. NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO, 
2002. p. 238.)

According to our value of disciple-making churches we must focus on 
making disciples — helping people to grow in their obedience to Christ 
as Lord and to become mature Christ-followers who will in turn seek to 
draw others into faith and discipleship as well. Our priority of Confer-
ence Care fits full well into that effort by coming alongside pastors, 
individuals and congregations who find themselves struggling, along 
that path of discipleship.

Drawing Near cont on pg 9Cold cont on pg 4

CHURCH MULTIPLICATION CONFERENCE CARE
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ing a deeper understanding of Christian theology. He 
knows that they need to grasp their faith in Jesus so 
that they can share it with others; so Jason diligently 
works to develop a disciple’s mind in the people he 
serves. That’s the Conference’s healthy, disciple-
making churches value in action. May we all strive to 
build healthy, disciple-making churches. w

We must do the same. The CCCC as a Conference 
has taken a hard look at this and is implementing strat-
egies to grow healthy churches that make disciples.

Let’s be careful, though, about judging the quality of 
faith, by whether it is successful or not in the world’s 
eyes. The question is, are we faithful in our service 
to Christ and are we making disciples as he called 
us to be? The Scriptures remind us that Christ was 
faithful unto death. 

There are many congregations in the CCCC that 
are serving Christ faithfully who can barely pay their 
bills. They will not make anyone’s list of the top ten 
churches in America, But they worship God faith-
fully, they are in ministry to the community, and they 
are seeking through their mission efforts to minister 
to the least and the lost. They are faithful, disciple-
making churches. Jesus said, “Do not rejoice that 
the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven.” Jesus sent his 
messengers out with a task and a purpose. They 
were to make disciples. As a church, and in your 
personal walk with the Lord, success will always be 
measured by your faith and by your name and the 
names of the faithful being written in heaven.

Don’t let anyone tell you that small churches can’t be 
successful in the eyes of the Lord. Our Conference 
has many small churches that in obedience to Christ 
are disciple-making churches. w

we are not in Central Florida to plant a church; we are 
here to MAKE DISCIPLES. We understand that if we 
make disciples as Jesus commissioned us, then He 
will fulfill His own role to grow His church. You don’t 
plant a church to make disciples, but you make dis-
ciples who will ultimately be the Church.

Pastor Mike Breen has rightly said that if you focus on 
planting a church in America today, you will get a typi-
cal church; however, it will be unlikely to produce the 
kind and quality of disciples of which we speak. On 
the other hand, if you focus on disciple-making (which 
is the Great Commission), this will lead to more and 
better (read more mature) disciples, groups of dis-
ciples and ultimately local congregations that reflect 
their community and effectively invest Jesus there. In 
other words, if you focus on making disciples, you will 
always get Jesus’ Church as a result.

We are actively living out Palmwood Church’s mission 
to make disciples here in Oviedo and her surround-
ing communities. We’re just on the front end — and 
this approach will likely grow our faith family more 
slowly than others because of the time investment 
required in each disciple. But those discipled will not 
just learn the Bible academically; rather they will grow 
to be more like Jesus and have a much stronger faith 
foundation as a result. We are making disciples, who 
will make disciples, who will make disciples…. People 
working with us know that this is an expectation of our 
church — we make disciples. How is your church do-
ing in this regard?

Want to learn more about Palmwood Church? Please 
check us out on Facebook or through our website 
at www.palmwoodchurch.com. Want to know how 
you can begin to make this priority work through the 
people in your congregation? Why not give us a call 
about Church Development at the CCCC Main Office 
at (651) 739-1474. w

Healthy cont from pg 2

Cold cont from pg 3

Start cont from pg 2
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AROUND THE CONFERENCE

How many existing churches does it take 
to bring about a new church plant? In the 
case of newly established Cornerstone 
Congregational Church in Westford, Mas-
sachusetts, the Lord has used two key 
churches in a primary role, along with many 
neighboring churches in a supportive role.

Immanuel Church in Chelmsford, which 
joined the CCCC in 2003, is one 
of the two key churches. When se-
nior pastor Dana Smith came on 
board three years ago, the church 
elders and members began a sea-
son of prayer about the possibility 
of planting a church in a nearby 
community. A year later, Immanuel 
Church hired Jonathan Romig as 
associate pastor. Jonathan and his 
wife Monica both just graduated 
from Gordon-Conwell Theologi-
cal Seminary, where they took a 
church planting course. It “just so 
happened” they did a major course project 
of a mock church plant proposal on West-
ford, a town bordering Chelmsford. God was 
already at work behind the scenes for some-
thing special to develop!

The second key church was the Westford 
Bible Church. This fellowship began as a 
home Bible study in the late 1960s, was of-
ficially founded as an independent Baptist 
Bible church and built a place of worship in 
1972. For the first two decades, this church 
thrived, but as the demographics of West-
ford changed and the church members 
grew older, attendance began to decline. 
Just hours after a Sunday worship service 

in 2001, the sanctuary roof collapsed due 
to an unusually heavy snowfall. Through  
a connection between their pastors, the 
members and friends of the Westford 
Bible Church were invited to hold their 
worship services on Sunday afternoons 
at the CCCC Congregational Church in 
North Chelmsford while plans for the future 
were made. They met there for the next six 

weeks, before finding another temporary 
place of worship back in Westford while 
their building was repaired and remodeled.

With this setback the membership contin-
ued to decline, their pastor retired in 2006, 
and CCCC-credentialed pastor Bruce 
White commuted fifty miles each way to 
serve as a part-time pastor for the next nine 
years. The Westford Bible Church, with 12 
official members, joined the CCCC in 2007. 
Wondering what their options might be, the 
church had conversations with Conference 
Minister Ron Hamilton about the possibility 
of becoming a Legacy church. The mem-
bers declined that option four years ago, 

but in early 2014, Pastor White and the 
four remaining official members contacted 
CCCC Area Representative Steve Burkett, 
who put them in touch with Pastors Dana 
Smith and Jonathan Romig and the elders 
at Immanuel Church in Chelmsford.

As a result of much prayer and many 
conversations, the Westford Bible Church 

voted to give their building to 
Immanuel Church, who agreed to 
pick up the remaining mortgage. 
The members of the Westford 
Bible Church wanted an ongoing 
Gospel witness to continue in 
their community. A joint service 
of worship, attended by members 
of Immanuel Church and many 
former members of the Westford 
Bible Church, for the passing 
of the Gospel torch was held at 
the Westford Bible Church on 
December 14, 2014 .

A core group of 35 members from Imman-
uel Church has agreed to help establish 
the new church plant, Cornerstone Con-
gregational Church, and Jonathan Romig 
has been appointed to be the first pas-
tor. They hope to officially launch the first 
weekend in October particularly desiring 
to reach families in Westford with children 
ages 13 and below. This target group com-
prises about 36% of the 21,000 residents in 
Westford. This church is currently the only 
evangelical fellowship in Westford.

The vision statement of the Cornerstone 
Congregational Church is “a Gospel-cen-

Church Plant Collaboration
by Steve Burkett, Pastor, The Congregational Church in North Chelmsford, 
and Area Representative, Northeastern Massachusetts

Collaboration  cont on pg 8
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WORLD OUTREACH

Greetings from Tuvya and Ellen Zaretsky

Shalom and blessings, because Jesus is risen from 
the grave. Thank you for your gracious partnership 
in our Jews for Jesus ministry. The Passover/Resur-
rection season is always an intense time for us. Still, 
I’m privileged to report to you what the Lord doing in 
the lives of three Jewish contacts. Be encouraged!

Bruce A. came to visit Los Angeles earlier this 
month on a business trip, but made time to meet 
so we could discuss God’s business. Bruce told me 
that in 1963 a high school friend took him to a Billy 
Graham Crusade. The message deeply impacted 
him, though he can’t recall the exact content now. 
He has never forgotten how it opened him to the re-
ality of new life in Jesus. I connected Bruce with the 
head archivist at the Billy Graham Center in Illinois. 
Bruce is now tracking down the exact message that 
Dr. Graham gave when Bruce was just a 13-year 
old boy. I’m praying that the gospel message will 
take root in Bruce’s heart after all these years. The 
Lord’s Spirit has been at work in him for a long time.

I have also been asking for prayer for Shari G. Her 
spiritual quest is progressing quickly. Shari express-
es gratitude for the healing message of the Gospel. 
However, she hesitates to believe because she is 
frightened that she would “have to tell others” if she 
follows Jesus. I encouraged her to take one step at a 
time until faith and speaking of Him is natural. Shari 
welcomes prayer that God will keep her heart open 
to the truth. This weekend she will attend a local 
church where the Word of Truth is proclaimed.

And last week I met Mary, an evangelical Christian 
and her Jewish husband, Elliot. Mary needs help 
in explaining her faith in Jesus to Elliot. He loves 
Mary, but grew up hearing at his synagogue that 
Christians were anti-Semitic. He is open minded 
enough to meet with me, if I could explain Jesus’ 
message in a way that made sense for someone 
who is Jewish.

On a Friday afternoon we met at their home. I 
asked Elliot about his background. To our surprise, 
we discovered that we both grew up in the same 
hometown. And he attended the same synagogue 
where I also received religious instruction in Juda-
ism. We were stunned to realize that Elliot’s older 
brother and I were in the same bar mitzvah prepa-
ration Hebrew class! By that point Elliot was totally 
open to know how I came to faith in Messiah Jesus 
in spite of sharing the same cultural “indoctrination” 
against it.

I know that you share my joy and prayers for Bruce, 
Shari, Mary and Elliot. We of all people have ex-
traordinary hope and enthusiasm for salvation in 
Yeshua (Jesus).

Thank you for your gracious support of this work. I 
think you realize that you are a very important part-
ner with us.

Blessings abound to you at this Passover/Resur-
rection season.

Yours in our Messiah, 
Tuvya Zaretsky. w

Reaching Jews with the Message of the 
Messiah

Tuvya Zaretsky is a 
CCCC minister and 
a leader in Jews for 
Jesus. Here he shares 

some recent encounters 
in his ministry.
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ANNUAL GATHERING

Life-long Learners  by Susan E. Moody

Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. (Luke 2:52 ESV)
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to be like him, and we need to keep growing in wisdom by being life-long learners. In just 100 days 
the CCCC will be gathered for networking and worshipping and connecting and learning. Hopefully you are already making your plans 
to join us there! On Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon, you will have the opportunity to choose four different workshops. We wanted 
to give you a preview of the wonderful opportunities for learning that will be available.
(Please note: there may be changes in the final seminar schedule.)

Seminar Title Presenter(s) Description

All In for the King  Dave Balicki and the Church 
Development Team  Here you are invited to examine the depths of surrender in your life to King Jesus and to better understand what 

Kingdom living is all about
Building a Generous 
Stewardship System  Ryan Howell  Stewardship is discipleship. Learn proven tactics to increase commitment to Christ and His church through 

giving.
Church Multiplication Coaches’ 
Workshop (Part 1 and 2)  Rob O’Neal  During this follow up workshop to the church multiplication pre-conference coaches will apply the methods they 

learned on Monday to particular situations church planting pastors encounter.

Church Multiplication Update  Jeff O’Guinn  Come meet CCCC planting pastors from around the country and hear about how God is using their 
congregations to change the world.

Embracing the Fullness of Your 
Church  Dave Eisley and Church 

Development Team  This workshop helps you to identify the characteristics of your church and to apply core New Testament 
principles toward embracing a fresh understanding of what the Church is to be and what it is to do.

The Five Stones: An Everyday 
Guide to Following Jesus  Foye Belyea and Samuel 

Huggard  An introduction to a multiplying way of life in Christ that begins in the hearts and homes of those who desire to 
follow Jesus.

Fulfilling the Vision  Paul McPheeters and Ed 
Whitman  What is this CCCC Way of Life? Two past presidents of the Conference will share. Find out more about who the 

CCCC’s are where we have been and where God is leading us.
Fully Invested in God’s Word: 
The big picture of the OT, 1 &2  Dr. Carol M. Kaminski  Here you will learn how the Old Testament is wonderfully fulfilled in the person of Jesus and how God’s mission 

which began in the Old Testament continues in the church today.

Good Goodbyes for Pastors  Pastor Ed Whitman  Saying goodbye to a church is seldom easy but how you do it is vital for the future for the future of the departing 
pastor and continuing congregation. This seminar is for both pastors and church leaders.

Impacting Your World For Christ  Rich Cook and Church 
Development Team   This workshop looks at aspects of how God has formed and is forming us so that we can know what it is we 

have been created and equipped to do.

Introduction to the CCCC  Nick Granitsas   Come to this seminar to find out where/how the CCCC originated who we are and why you (a church or 
individual) would want to join.

Is Interim Pastor Ministry Your 
Encore Career?  Rev. Tom Harris   Attendees at this seminar will learn about the need for and the role of trained experienced intentional interim 

pastors in today’s churches.
Leaving a Legacy: When a 
Church Must Close  Lenn Zeller and John Kimball   Without finding fault this seminar provides information on what leads to that conclusion what steps are 

recommended to close the church with grace while still caring for the people.
Marriage Matters in Ministry  Lenn and Janeen Zeller   A personal reflection on how God can inform heal and transform marriages in the ministry setting.
Media as Ministry: Technology  
for Outreach and Discipleship  Jeremy Peters   Learn to speak — or at least understand — the language of the day: media.

A Multiplied Ministry: Releasing 
members into every sphere  Neil Hudson   How can the ministry of our local church envision equip and sustain Sunday worshippers for these complicated 

Monday lives? What practical steps can we take?
Preaching for the Frontline: 
Words that can change a nation  Neil Hudson   How can we preach in ways that build confident fruitful disciples? What needs to change? What can we do as 

preachers to be more effective in ensuring that the words we offer lead to the change that we pray for?
The Rabbinical Discipleship 
Process of Jesus  Peter Wood and the Church 

Development Team   Learn the secret of how pouring into a few disciples like Jesus did can change the world.

Renewing the Struggle: Exactly 
What Is the Church?  Joel Kletzing   Decide for yourself if the Mercersburg Theology an obscure part of the history of a number of our CCCC 

churches (those from the German Reformed tradition) has any value for today.
7 Reasons to stay in your small 
church for 25 years (or longer!)  Blake Brown   To leave or not to leave that is the question. A close and HONEST look at in this seminar by ask ourselves and 

Scripture what possible purpose could God have in asking us to stay and give our lives for a precious few.
There and Back Again:  Journey 
to the Core of Christianity  Tim Franklin and the Church 

Development Team   Dive into the gospel accounts to search out what Jesus said are the three absolutely essential traits of his 
followers. Explore how this discovery revolutionizes our concepts of disciple church and community.

What Churches Can Glean from 
Church Multiplication  Rob O’Neal   This seminar will update churches on what the Church Multiplication Movement is doing what we have learned 

in the process and how it can help any church achieve health.

Who are you?  Rama Ziegenhals  
 Come and begin to unpack the difference between your true self and your false self and center “who you are” 
in the unconditional love of God. It is from this inner center of belovedness that we in turn love God with all of 
our heart soul mind and strength.
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We offer the Minister Under Care program to provide counsel and encouragement 
for pastors who have hit a serious pothole on the road of ministry. We have people 
around the country trained and ready to assist congregations with Peacemakers 
training and guidance, should a local congregation find itself off track because 
of internal conflict. We are working to develop local Communities of Pastors to 
provide pastors with regular, ongoing fellowship, support and mutual guidance, 
to keep pastors well-grounded and strong in their own spiritual and professional 
development. In these and other ways, we are trying to offer assistance to those 
seeking to become disciples and to live that out in their lives and in the life of their 
local congregation.

Hebrews 10 says it like this, “Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and 
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God 
with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having 
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our 
bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may 
spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching. (Hebrews 10:19–25)

That is a description of Conference Care and of discipleship itself: helping one 
another draw near to God in faith, rejoicing together in His gracious forgiveness in 
Christ, holding unswervingly to the hope that we share in Christ, and spurring one 
another on toward love and good works. So may it be among us in the CCCC. w

PASTORAL CHANGES
Douglas, MA	 Second Congregational Church*
	 — Jan Dykshoorn

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES
Greeley, CO	 St Paul’s Congregational 	
	 Church* 
	 (Part-time Associate Pastor)
Hudson, IA	 Community Church of Hudson *
Sulphur Springs,	 Sulphur Springs Christian* 
IN	 (Family Life Minister)
Tauton, MA	 Union Congregational Church*
Cambridge, MD	 Cambridge Presbyterian Church
	 (Independent)
Pittston, ME	 First Congregational Church of 
	 Pittston*
Highland, MI	 Highland Congregational Church*
Cook, MN	 Ashawa Chapel* (Part-time)
Beulah, ND	 Beulah Congregational Church*
Scottsbluff, NE	 Plymouth Congregational 	
	 Church*
Jaffrey, NH	 Hope Fellowship Church 
	 (Independent)
Lakeview, NY	 Lakeview Community Church*
Lima, OH	 First Evangelical & Reformed  
	 Church*
Marietta, OH	 Putnam Congregational Church*
Beaver Springs, 	 Christ Church (EFCA)
PA

*  = Conference member
+ = In process

CHANGES & OPPORTUNITIES
Drawing Near cont from pg 3

Collaboration cont from pg 5

tered church that changes lives through sharing the message of Jesus Christ 
in word and deed.” The mission statement is: “to make, mature, and multiply 
followers of Jesus.” The core values of the new church are: Bible, community, 
discipleship, love, outreach, and prayer.

In addition to the two key churches noted above, neighboring churches have 
been supportive in prayer and encouragement. Pastors Romig and Smith from 
Immanuel Church are both a part of a community pastors’ group with pastors 
from the CCCC churches in Tyngsboro, Dunstable, and North Chelmsford. In 
addition, the CCCC church planting hub in New England (NEX) has been an 
ongoing resource, specifically through hosting a Quest Training weekend in No-
vember for the whole team. The CCCC pastors’ roundtable at the CCCC Ando-
ver church, which meets monthly, has been supportive as well.

So how many existing churches does it take to bring about a new church plant? 
In this case, many! Praise be to God! w
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Obituary
CCCC minister, Dr. Thor David Swanson, of Sioux 
City, Iowa died at the age of 49, on Saturday, March 7, 
2015, after a 4½-year battle with osteosarcoma cancer. 

He and his family lived in Kijabe, Kenya, as medi-
cal missionaries in 2006–2007 and 2010 with Africa 
Inland Mission and World Medical Mission-Samari-
tan’s Purse. He served as Associate Pastor of Valley 
Evangelical Covenant Church in Stillman Valley, Il-
linois from 1992 to 1995, as a supply pastor at many 
churches in Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota and 
Kenya from 1995 until 2007, and as Associate Pas-
tor of Friendship Community Church in Sergeant 
Bluff, Iowa from 2008 until his death.

Over his career, Dr. Swanson had a special inter-
est in training residents and medical trainees of all 
types, relishing the chance to introduce them to the 
medical care of the marginalized.

At the time of his death, Thor was a staff physician 
and HIV director at Siouxland Community Health 
Center in Sioux City. Later in life, Thor pursued bio-
ethical studies at both Trinity International University 
and Loyola University in Chicago. When he died, 
he was also chair of the ethics committees at both 
Mercy Medical Center and Unity Point-St. Luke’s 
Hospital in Sioux City . w

PROMOTIONS TO GLORYHEALTH NEWS

Poison Prevention
Betty Mitchell RN BSN, Parish Nurse, Emmanuel 
Bethel Church, Royal Oak, MI

It is important not to neglect the physical body while we are nurturing the mind and 
spirit through discipleship. What better and safer place is there than to church, be-
ing able to share not only our spiritual and emotional concerns, but also our physi-
cal concerns? Not every church may have a Health Ministry, but there are good 
resources available for reliable health information. The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and the American Association of Poison Control Centers are two examples. 
Having just recognized March as poison prevention month, it seems appropriate 
to share some pertinent information:

Many items in our homes have warning labels, and we are aware of the need to 
keep them out of a child’s reach. However, there are many items without warning 
labels that are also harmful for curious children. To help protect children keep all 
medicines (including herbals) and toxic products, in their original containers and in 
a safe place away from access by a child. Walk through each room of your home 
to determine what harmful items a child could reach and put in their mouth. Some 
examples of what to look for are oven cleaners, alcohol containers, medicines, nail 
products, mouthwash, pesticides and lamp oil. Remember, too, not all plants in our 
homes or yards are safe for a child to put in their mouth.

Have the national poison control center phone number, 1-800-222-1222 on or near 
every phone in your home and programmed into your cell phone. The phone line 
can be reached 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The poison control center will 
answer questions related to child or adult poisoning.

Call poison control if you have any concern about what the child or adult has in-
gested, even if they are awake and alert. Call 911 if there is a poison emergency 
and the child or adult has collapsed or is not breathing. The sooner medical care 
is started the better the outcome.

Always follow label directions for any medication you or your child takes and be 
aware of the warnings. Once you or your child has completed taking a medication, 
properly dispose of unused, unneeded or expired prescription drugs and over-
the-counter drugs, vitamins and supplements. See if your pharmacy takes them 
back to dispose of them or knows of a local agency that does.. If they don’t, place 
discarded medications in used coffee grounds or kitty litter and throw away. w 

Let me dwell in thy tent for ever! 
Oh to be safe under the shelter of thy wings!  (Psalm 61:4) 

Source: http://www.cdc.gov/HomeandRecreationalSafety/Poisoning/preventiontips.htm.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR AND 
READERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS

We welcome your contributions!  If you have 
comments on what you read here, please 

e-mail them to  
kenandjoy@bellsouth.net. 

If you have other comments or articles you 
wish to contribute, including  
“Something to Think About,” 

 please send them 
 to the same e-mail address.
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Conservative  
Congregational Christian  
Conference

POSTAGE

8941 Hwy 5 
Lake Elmo, MN 
55042

 “Fully Invested”
Love the Lord your God...with all your heart, and soul,  and strength...

Deuteronomy 4:6-9

RochesterNY
CCCC 

ANNUAL GATHERING
JULY 20-23, 2015

Make  
Your Reservations 

Now!
Hyatt Regency Hotel- Rochester, NY

go to www.ccccusa.com for registration info


