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Fully Invested
by Conference Minister Ron Hamilton

The 2015 Annual Gathering was focused on the theme, 
Fully Invested. I was encouraged with the overall spirit 
of our gathering and saw so many evidences that the 
membership of the CCCC is fully invested in the work 
that God has called us to in this generation. The Lord 
was present, and those attending sensed His direction 
in all that took place. People showed that they are fully 
invested in living in obedience to Jesus as we “Love 
God, love others, and make disciples as we go.”
Those attending were fully invested in devotion to 
worship and to God’s Word. I really appreciated 
the times of worship that were led by several 
different groups. One of our guest speakers last 
year commented on the great singing at the annual 
gathering. I believe that this happened again this year 
as people joined their minds and hearts in praising the 
Lord. There was a high level of engagement by people 
with our two main speakers, Dr. Gordon Hugenberger 

and Dr. Neil Hudson. The Q & A time at the Tuesday 
luncheon reflected the spirit of engagement as people 
shared many insightful and provocative questions and 
insights. The annual gathering showed that those 
attending were passionate in their love for God.
Our membership is fully invested in fellowship with 
one another. The annual gathering provided many 
opportunities for meeting with other members of 
the Conference, and I witnessed many people who 

made a special effort to get to know people who they 
had not previously met, many who set aside time to 
prayerfully encourage others, and many who enjoyed 
catching up with long-time friends in the CCCC. The 
boat cruise provided a great opportunity for fellowship 
and conversation, and everyone who participated had 
a wonderful time. Many of our regional groups met for 
separate dinner meetings to encourage one another.
There was evidence that people are fully invested in the 
mission that God has placed before us. The business 
sessions were well attended, and the delegates were 
very engaged in all that was presented. The unanimous 
approval of the By-Law revision demonstrated that our 
membership is serious about the work on our priorities 
of Church Development, Church Multiplication and 
Conference Care. The closing session was especially 
encouraging to me as I witnessed people welcoming 
those who joined the CCCC this year, and I sensed a 

great freedom to share how we can be fully invested in 
the mission and ministry of our Conference.
The annual gathering theme centered on Deuteron-
omy 6:4–5, Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength. The 2016 gathering was evidence that 
our membership is “all in” and that our devotion to God 
and to His work is as strong as ever.  w
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NE REGIONAL NEWS

Rochester!
by Terry Shanahan, NE Regional Minister

The CCCC mission and values were on display in Rochester this past month at our 67th Annual Gathering. 
Three hundred seventy-five adults and fifty children had the opportunity to experience the CCCC way of 
life as we came together to celebrate what God is doing in our midst. Our great God has been blessing the 
efforts of the CCCC as in obedience we carry out the vision He has for us.
Ministries of Church Development, Church Multiplication and Conference Care that were in embryonic stag-
es of development just a few short years ago were in full force. Each of the twenty-eight breakout sessions 
centered on one of these three ministry priorities. Our theme, “Fully Invested,” was realized as pastors, 
church planters, parishioners, revitalizers and guests came together to pray, worship, learn and fellowship, 
displaying that they were “All in for the King.”
Inspiring, exhilarating and life-giving were some of the superlatives that folks mentioned to me. Many guests 
from outside the CCCC were in attendance, and two of these pastors that I spoke with have indicated that 
they want to join with us after experiencing what we are all about. I expect I will hear from others. While at 
the Conference I heard from one church who was voting to join with us, and another who wants a visit to 
hear more about our vision and values. 
For me it was a time of catching up with those we only see once a year, meeting new folks we haven’t met 
before, and coming together as the family of God to worship Him. Then, most importantly, sharing in that 
experience as one.
Clearly God has his hand on the Conference. I can only imagine what He may have in store for us in San 
Diego next summer. Please plan on joining us. w

“Inspiring, 
exhilarating 

and life-
giving were 
some of the 

superlatives 
that folks 

mentioned to 
me.”

2015 ANNUAL 
GATHERING 
AUDIO NOW 
AVAILABLE!

Go to ccccusa.
com/Resources. 
Choose “Audio” 

from the left hand 
column.

Note: Plenary sessions 
are complete and 

workshops are being 
added as they are ready.
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Annual Gathering 2015 will ever be etched in my mind as a time 
when God moved in the hearts of many. With countless hours of 
prayer and preparation, the CCCC Board of Directors saw Holy 
Spirit-united delegates. Leading up to the business sessions we 
as a board sought the heart of God, and listened for his still small 
voice. The responses in the business sessions and the Q&A were 
a direct reflection of our God and King moving in the hearts of His 
people to accomplish His work.

We saw firsthand how God’s plan for the CCCC, put into motion 
many years ago, is bearing fruit. We heard reports from staff that 
are seeing God at work as they stand beside pastors and lay work-
ers in the harvest field. We are seeing God blend the ministries of 
Conference Care, Church Development and Church Multiplication 
together to help provide congregations and pastors with life-giving 
resources. Yet these three areas are only staffed with part-time 
directors. This furthers the understanding of a great God who is 
at work in local regions. Due to this integration of priorities we are 
seeing invigorated pastors and churches reaching out to other pas-
tors and churches. 

The Community Pastor initiative is also bearing much fruit. We are 
witnessing God move in the hearts of pastors to reach out to other 
pastors with prayerful support as they seek obedience to God as 
a priority. These Community Pastor groups are developing many 
who have never been developed. Now as they are developing they 
in turn develop others. We are seeing Matthew 28:19–20 lived out 
on a greater scale.

The Board of Directors spent more of our time this year empowering 
the move of God in local areas. We believe God has uniquely 
blessed us with a foundation of local churches serving as God 
leads them. We also have seen God unite hearts and purpose 
around the Passion of the CCCC, which was and is Christ’s 
passion.

This renewed obedience in the life of CCCC pastors and churches 
is exciting. God has blessed the CCCC with people who love Him 
and want His leading in their lives. With varied outcomes expected 
and realized, we desire to glorify Him with our obedience.

We have much more work to be done as we become more 
missional. We are working on implementing the changes brought 
about with the revisions of the By-Laws. A greater Community 
Pastors effort with support to local pastors and churches continues 
to be an ongoing focus. We have additional work to be done in the 
areas of missions and chaplains. 

We as a Board of Directors count it a privilege to serve our King 
as we serve the people He has called. We count on your prayers 
and active support to God’s Kingdom as He directs you. We serve 
a faithful God who has provided and will continue to provide. We 
thank you for your faithfulness to the King in your region and your 
partnership with the CCCC. w

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT

Report from Rochester
by Todd Venman, Conference President and Pastor Wiltsie Community Church, Russell, PA

NEWLY ELECTED  BOARD MEMBERS—2015-2018 Term 
Rev. Scott Nice, 
Telford, PA.  Scott is 
the Sr. Pastor at Christ 
Reformed Church at 
Indian Creek in Telford.   

He has served on the Board for 
the past two years and is actively 
involved in the CCCC Church 
Development program.

Rev. Michael Hecht, 
Menno, SD.  Michael is 
the pastor of the Salem 
Reformed Church in 
Menno.  He has served 

as the chair of the Conference 
Growth Committee and is the 
Treasurer for the Upper Midwest 
Congregational Fellowship.

Rev. James Bertoti, 
Zelienople, PA.  Jim is 
the Senior Pastor of St. 
Peter’s Reformed Church 
in Zelienople.  He has 

served as the Area Representative 
for Western PA and is actively 
involved in the CCCC Church 
Development program.

Rev. Dr. Jason Mc-
Connell, Franklin, VT.  
Jason is the pastor of the 
Franklin United Church 
and the East Franklin 

Union Church in Franklin VT.  He 
has served as the Area Representa-
tive for Vermont and was a speaker 
at the 2014 Annual Gathering.
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Life-on-life Ten-pin Style
by John Kimball, Director of Church Development

From the very beginning, the leadership of the CCCC 
has believed that we could not ask our members to do 
something we were not doing ourselves. When it comes 
to our priorities and our guiding values, we all feel this 
is critical. That said, some of these can be a logistical 
challenge because teams like the Church Development 
Team are spread out all over the country.

We know we need to model what we teach in Church 
Development. A great example would be how we put 
our value of a “Shared Life and Shared Mission” on 
display. The Church Development Team meets twice 

every month — once for plan-
ning our ministry together and 
once for intercessory prayer 
for the pastors and churches in 
the LifeFlow stream. We love 
and value these online web 
meetings and appreciate each 
other’s input. We have a good 
relationship with each other. 
But as good as all these virtual 
gatherings are, they are not the 
same as spending life-on-life 
time together. That’s why, at 
least twice each year, we make 
every effort to spend real time 
together. Sometimes that’s a 
mid-year retreat (like last year’s 

gathering of the whole team for the Renovate! Confer-
ence in Orlando). And it always includes planned time 
together during the CCCC Annual Gathering.

This year’s Annual Gathering in Rochester, New York 
was no exception. Several of our team members taught 
workshops together, many of us made plans to eat 
meals together, and several sat together during plenary 
meetings. But the best part was the special time we 
planned for Thursday after the Annual Gathering was 
completed.

Our team gathered for a retreat — spending the af-
ternoon learning how to better mentor the pastors 
with whom we work. We met for supper together with 
our families and some others who were still in town. 
Twenty-two in all, we took up an entire section of the 
Charbroil Restaurant. It was wonderful to catch up 
and laugh together. Then, as is our tradition, we went 
bowling!

We have planned bowling outings every time we get 
together for the last several years. Some of us show 
some skill. Most of us don’t. But all of us have fun. 
We laugh. We cheer. We grieve histrionically for every 
gutter ball. And best of all, we all yell “Nine!” every 
time someone leaves a single pin standing…. (There’s 
a story behind that. You’ll have to ask next time you 
see a team member!) People around us usually start 
laughing and cheering with us (and some stare… but 
that’s okay). When folks find out that we’re a bunch of 
pastors, it’s hysterical to see their reaction. Each time 
we come away from our outing saying it was the best 
fun we’ve had. And it didn’t hurt to go out for frozen 
yogurt afterward in Rochester, either!

I’ve been in the Conference since 1991. For me, the 
most important feature of our annual gatherings has 
always been the relationships. It seems almost more 
like a family reunion than a business meeting. But 
the deepening relationships I have with my Church 
Development Team members have taken these 
events to a completely new level. I love and respect 
these brothers more each year. And the relation-
ships we have with each other have also helped us 
to greatly improve how we work and teach together 
— putting the life-on-life priority of our LifeFlow 
Church Development Process on display. This is 
just one way we live out our shared life and shared 
ministry together.

Can’t wait until we get to Carlsbad! w

CHURCH DEVELOPMENT

I’ve been in 
the Conference 
since 1991. For 

me, the most 
important 
feature of 

our Annual 
Gatherings has 
always been the 

relationships.
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When we gathered for our Annual Gathering in 
Rochester, New York recently, the Conservative 
Congregational Christian Conference pushed the 
Church Multiplication Movement forward in sig-
nificant ways. On Monday, planters and people 
involved in the movement met with Dr. Bob Logan, 
a talented coach, theologian, and church planter 
himself. We worked together on coaching tech-
niques that can help us to equip our church plant-
ers for success.

Later in the afternoon, Ron Hamilton, our Confer-
ence Minister, challenged and thanked our plant-
ers. (He actually walked up to each one of us and 
said, “Thank you for your service.” It was a holy 
moment.) After prayer and networking time, the 
movement gathered for a meal and a keynote 
address by Bob Logan. These meetings were all 
part of what we call “The Nineveh Project.” 
This meeting 
normally hap-
pens at another 
time of year 
in another lo-
cation, and it 
brings planters 
and members of 
the Church Mul-
tiplication Movement together for encouragement, 
networking, and challenging. We call it the Nineveh 
Project, because we are reminded by God through  
the prophet Jonah that he cares for what happens 
in great cities like Nineveh. This year The Nineveh 
Project happened right alongside the Annual Gath-
ering, and it allowed more planters to participate in 
the Annual Gathering.

Once the Annual Gathering began, church plant-
ers were everywhere! They taught seminars, par-
ticipated in sessions, worshipped and enjoyed 
the full benefits of a fantastic time together. The 
Annual Gathering was also a time when the Con-
ference blessed and embraced the Church Mul-
tiplication Movement. The pastors and churches 
of the Conference expressed interest in church 
planting and support for this important effort. 
As Director of Church Multiplication, this kind of 
support is quite heartening.

As a Conference we have enthusiastically em-
braced the reality that church multiplication is not 
only our pathway to thriving, but the natural out-
growth of church health. Church planting is not just 
something lone rangers do in our Conference. It is 
something our healthy churches do together. That 
is the clearest expression possible of our health 

and vitality as a Conference. I look forward to an-
other year of work ahead, another set of opportuni-
ties to forward God’s work together, and a chance 
to see everyone again in 2016! w

Church Multiplication Thrived in 
Rochester

by Rob O’Neal, Director of Church Multiplication

CHURCH MULTIPLICATION

Later in the 
afternoon, 
Ron Hamilton, 
our Conference 
Minister, 
challenged and 
thanked our 
planters. (He 
actually walked 
up to each one 
of us and said, 
“Thank you for 
your service.” 
It was a holy 
moment.) 
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Our Inadequacy… God’s Omnipotence
by Lenn Zeller, Director of Conference Care 

I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which He has 
called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe. 
That power is like the working of His mighty strength, which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the 
dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms…  (Ephesians 1:18–20) 

What a wonderful Annual Gathering we enjoyed again this year! The facilities at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Rochester were fabulous, and 
the city enjoyable to explore. The fellowship with friends near and far, past and present, was sweet and heartwarming. And the speakers 
and workshops were challenging and compelling. 

One comment in particular made by Dr. Neil Hudson during the Tuesday morning plenary session struck me and has stuck with me. I may 
not have written the words precisely verbatim, but the gist of what he said was, “Our inadequacy as pastors in the face of the responsibili-
ties we have keeps us dependent upon God.” I remember thinking at the time, “You got that right, brother!” And I have many times since 
then been confronted with the truth of that sentiment as I have faced various challenges at home, in the office, and in the church.

That’s why the scripture above is so reassuring and uplifting. There the Apostle Paul talked about the hope to which God has called us 
in Christ, the glorious, eternal inheritance that awaits us by grace through faith, and His incomparably great power for us who believe. 
The challenges of ministry can be daunting. The obstacles are often steep and the demands endless. In and of ourselves, we have not 
the resources nor the strength to meet them. But the good news is that we don’t have to face those challenges in our own strength. 
We have God’s incomparably great power at work within us, through the Spirit of the risen Christ in our hearts. And here is the amaz-
ing thing: the divine power and mighty strength which God exerted in Christ when God raised Him from the dead is the same power 
he offers to you and me in our service for the kingdom! The same power that was able to rescue Christ from death and the grave, and 
establish Him above all other powers and authorities in the universe, is made available to us who believe.

As one commentator expressed it: “We, then, who were once spineless nobodies, He makes into powerful somebodies. We who could 
do nothing to change the course of this world, can now move mountains and do greater things than Jesus Himself did.” (Matthew 
21:21–22; John 14:12–13 and 15:7)1  In our own power we can do nothing. In Him, we can do all things.    

Thank you, Dr. Hudson, for the sensible and erudite reminder that we are totally dependent on God for anything and everything involved 
in our mission and ministry in the Kingdom. Thank you, Apostle Paul, for the profound and hopeful reminder that our power and strength 
are not in us, but in God. And in God, all things are possible. w

1 Unlocking the Scriptures for You: Galatians Ephesians, by LeRoy Lawson; Standard Publishing, Cincinnati, OH, 1987, p. 157.

CONFERENCE CARE
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AROUND THE CONFERENCE

I am writing to encourage everyone in the CCCC 
to begin making plans to attend the 2016 CCCC 
Annual Gathering in Carlsbad, California, hosted 
by Carlsbad Community Church (CCC). Let’s start 
with the obvious question you may be asking, “Why 
should those east of the Rockies travel all the way 
to California for the Annual Gathering?” I’m glad you 
asked:

1. It is the CCCC Annual Gathering! How can you 
miss it? I’ve only missed seven since my first in 
1984. Even when I had to travel from Pearl Har-
bor, I made it to four of seven. The fellowship, 
teaching, seminars, youth and children’s pro-
grams, and even the business meetings are all 
excellent. If it was worth it in Waterloo, Iowa.... 
(no offense intended)!

2. Carlsbad is a great church in an incredibly 
beautiful location. Don’t miss it!

3. Besides, y’all must admit, it is your turn. After all, 
those of us in California have had to travel all 
over the country 20 of the last 21 years. In those 
20 years the two closest conferences (Spokane 
and Colorado Springs) were both over 1,000 
miles away. The last two years (including 2015) 
we’ve had to travel coast-to-coast. We’re not 
complaining, and we understand that after com-
ing to California it may be more difficult to return 
to wherever you live; but we’d still appreciate it if 
you would make the trip. And we’ll try to help you 
make it worth your while. Especially since…

4. This is a fantastic opportunity to add a vacation to 
the four days of the conference! CCC is walking 
distance (for most) to the beach, and it’s not one 
of those lakeside beaches. This is a great beach 
with great waves for body surfing, boogie board-
ing, and surfboarding (or wading, if that’s more 
your style) — with plenty of sand for beach vol-

leyball or for just relaxing. By car there are miles 
and miles of beaches along the coast in 
both directions. Traveling from Carlsbad 
within one hour by car there is more to do 
than almost anywhere else on the planet! 
This includes: San Diego (an exceptional 
city), Sea World, The San Diego Zoo, 
Legoland, Naval Stations and 
Marine Corps Bases, a Marine 
Corps Museum at Recruit Depot 
San Diego, the historic Aircraft 
Carrier USS Midway, deep sea 
fishing, scuba diving (for those 
certified), mountains for hiking or 
driving (for those in the Midwest, 
mountains are huge parts of the earth that 
stick way up into the sky), malls for shop-
ping, Disneyland and Disney’s California 
Adventure, with a host of other entertain-
ment options around Disney, Knott’s Berry 
Farm, and more (for those in Minnesota, 
our amusement parks can’t fit into a mall). 
Driving just beyond an hour there is the Los 
Angeles metropolitan area with a myriad of 
things to do and see.

5. You’ll get to choose your accommodations 
ranging from camping to economy to mod-
erate to not-so-moderate to expensive. 
Great food choices range from Maria’s 
Pollo (that’s chicken to us gringos) to fine 
dining.

I’m not done, but I’m over my word limit. So, 
y’all come, ya hear! (It is Southern California, 
after all). 

It was great to see you last month in Rochester, New 
York; so we’ll look for you here in a year! w

Looking Ahead!
by Stephen Sloat, CCCC California Area Representative



Page 8	 The	Foresee	 October 2012Page 8	 The	FORESEE	 August 2015

SNAP SHOTS OF THE 2015 ANNUAL GATHERING IN ROCHESTER, NY

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
AND 

READERS’ 
CONTRIBUTIONS

We welcome your contributions!  If 
you have comments on what you 
read here, please e-mail them to  

communication@ccccusa.com. 
If you have other comments or 

articles you wish to  
contribute, including  

“Something to Think About,” 
 please send them to the 

same e-mail address.

All Anual Gathering Photos except those in John Kimball’s article taken by Donna Burkett.

To see more Annual Gathering Snap Shots go to 
www.ccccusa.com/2015/08/snapshots
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HEALTH NEWS

Choices
by Betty Mitchell RN BSN, 
Parish Nurse, Emmanuel Bethel Church, Royal Oak, MI

There are many choices we make during a lifetime — where to go to college, 
who our friends will be, what church to attend — for example.

Some choices are much easier to make than others. As we get older we begin 
to realize some of  the difficult health care decisions that one day must be made. 
What will happen when difficult decisions need to be made that you are unable 
to make for yourself — because of coma, dementia, etc.? Who would decide, 
and how would they decide?

Advance directives are legal documents that spell out your health care wishes 
should you not be able to make those decisions. A durable power of attorney 
is one type of advance directive. Your preference for who will make your health 
care decisions is documented in the power of attorney. The person designated 
will make these decisions on your behalf.

A living will specifies your wishes regarding certain life-sustaining or life-
saving procedures, including dialysis or the use of breathing machines. No 
individual is named to make the decision for you. You may complete each 
of the forms, if desired. One does not override the other. Forms for advance 
directives may be found online. Each state has forms and the requirements for 
each of these documents.

Your medical team will need to be notified once you have completed the docu-
ments so they will be aware of your choices and that copies are available to them.
Your advance directive may need to be revised over time if you decide on a dif-
ferent advocate for your health decisions or to be sure you wish to continue with 
the same choices previously made.

Planning ahead by discussing the medical care you desire allows your caregiv-
ers relief in knowing what your wishes are, and they will be prepared during any 
crisis in the future. It will take effort on your part to set up a family meeting to 
discuss these issues, but it will be well worth it.

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes,  
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying 

nor pain any more,  
for the former things have passed away.  

(Revelation 21:4) w 
Source: http://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/consumer-health/in-depth/living-wills/
art-20046303

PASTORAL CHANGES
Highland, MI Highland Congregational Church* 
 Dan Hanselman
Pittston, ME First Congregational Church of 
 Pittston*— Tom Clever

PASTORAL OPPORTUNITIES
Bethune, CO Hope Congregational Church*
Flagler, CO First Congregational of 
 Flagler-Arriba* 
Greeley, CO St Paul’s Congregational  
 Church* 
 (Part-time Associate Pastor)
Hudson, IA Community Church of Hudson*
Sulphur Springs, Sulphur Springs Christian* 
IN (Family Life Minister)
Beverly, MA Pilgrim Church* (Part-time)
Haverhill, MA West Congregational Church*  
 (Senior Pastor)
Heath, MA Union Evangelical Church of 
 Heath (Part-time)
Kingston, MA Mayflower Congregational* 
North Dighton, MA West Dighton Christian Church*
Tauton, MA Union Congregational Church*
Cook, MN Ashawa Chapel* (Part-time)
Eure, NC Eure Christian Church  
 (Independent)
Lakeview, NY Lakeview Community Church*
Middletown, NY First Congregational Church*  
 (Part-time)
Lima, OH First Evangelical & Reformed  
 Church*
Marietta, OH Putnam Congregational Church*
Beaver Springs,  Christ Church (EFCA)
PA
Suffolk, VA Cyprus Chapel Christian Church*
Jericho Center, VT Jericho Congregational Church*
Cheney, WA Cheney Community Church  
 (Independent) (Part-time)

*  = Conference member
+ = In process

CHANGES & OPPORTUNITIES
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CONGREGATIONALISM

Christian faith is a warfare. It involves traveling across dangerous terrain. And 
when we are on this journey, this sojourn, we do well to learn all that we can from 
those great moments in the past when God visited the Church in unusual ways. It is 
from such moments that the Savoy Declaration arose. May this republication open the 
Church’s eyes to see how much it has to learn from the past and how much it can 
profit from this kind of  fellowship across the ages. And in all of  this may God be glo-
rified anew in the Church today!  

We would do well, then, to study carefully The Cambridge Platform, and learn what we 
can from it. It is a landmark in the Church’s long life. It stands out for its wise formu-
lation of  what a biblically ordered church should look like. May its wisdom, and its 
concern for the application of  biblical truth to the life of  the Church, be ours today! 

—David F. Wells 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary,  Massachusett

The Church today sorely needs solid grounding in the basic tenets of  the Christian 
faith. Sadly, many Congregationalists have lost sight of  their doctrinal roots and know 
little about their common heritage with other Reformed churches.

The principles taught here are those generally promulgated and affirmed by the Prot-
estant Reformers. It is the faith that stimulated and sustained the early settlers of  New 
England and remained the faith of  their descendants for many generations. 

Our hope is that the review and study of  these documents will lead many back to the 
clear, comprehensive and systematic statement of  Biblical truths that have so ani-
mated and blessed our forebears. This, we pray, will lead many to glory in the great 
salvation given to us by Almighty God. 

—Robert E. Davis 
First Congregational Church,  Millers Falls, Massachusetts

NextStep Resources
7890 12th Ave South Minneapolis, MN 55425

 800.444.2665
nsresources.com

To find these and other titles, go to nsresources.com, in the left-hand column click on 
“DENOMINATIONAL RESOURCES>CCCCusa,” then select “Foresee Publications.”

E
vangelical

and
C
ongregational

Q
uinta

Press

Many people know little of the history and doctrinal basis of the
church they attend. The word ‘Congregational’ on the notice-board
has little meaning to them. Some think that Congregational churches
ceased to exist with the formation of the United Reformed Church in
1972. This book demonstrates that Congregationalism has a long and
noble history and that independent Congregational churches
continue to exist and thrive. It shows, a lso, from the Savoy
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