
 

 
Seminar on Congregationalism: What does it mean to be Congregational? 

Modular Format 
Especially Designed for the Schwenkfelder Conference  

and the Conservative Congregational Christian Conference 
at Central Schweknkfelder Church, Lansdale, PA 

June 7-11, 2021  

 
LAST REVISED: 3/22/2021 
 

PROFESSORS 
REV. NICK GRANITSAS was born and raised in Marlboro, Massachusetts, the son of a Greek Orthodox father and 
a Roman Catholic mother.  He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree from Harvard College and a Master of 
Divinity degree from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.  He has been blessed to be married to his wife Joan for 
fifty years. They have seven adult children (four adopted and three natural) and twenty-three grandchildren.  Over the 
years, twenty-eight other children lived with them, including children who came to America as refugees from Vietnam 
and Cambodian, foster children, and three of their nephews.   
 
Rev. Granitsas served four congregational churches. From July 1, 1974 to August 31, 2020, he served as the pastor 
of the First Congregational Church of Revere, MA.  He has served in various leadership capacities in the 
Conservative Congregational Christian Conference (CCCC), including four years as national president.  He has 
been active in the community, having served in many capacities including nine years on the CAPIC (anti-poverty 
agency) board of directors, six years on the area board for the Department of Social Services (now Department of 
Children and Families), two years on the Governor’s Council on Refugees, six years on the Revere Human Rights 
Commission, five years on Revere’s Massachusetts General Hospital Health Center’s advisory board, and sixteen 
years as chairman of the board  of A Woman’s Concern (now known as Learn Your Options), a pregnancy help 
center providing alternatives to abortion. Currently, he serves on the board of Revere Cares, a public health initiative 
of Massachusetts General Hospital. He also served on boards for Lexington Christian Academy, North Shore 
Christian School, and the Evangelistic Association of New England (now Vision New England).   
 
In addition, he has been an adjunct faculty member of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary since 1980, teaching 
the denominational standards course for the CCCC.  He is presently serving as Interim Pastor of Austin Square 
Baptist Church in Lynn, MA 
 
DR. DRAKE WILLIAMS is the Minister of Mission and Theology at Central Schwenkfelder Church, where he 
was born, raised, and ordained. He also is the Associate Professor of New Testament at Evangelische Theologische 
Faculteit in Leuven, Belgium. He is an ordained minister in the Schwenkfelder General Conference and the 
Conservative Congregational Christian Conference. 

MISSIO’S MISSION  
To prepare missional leaders who incarnate the story of Jesus with humility and authenticity and who communicate 
the story with fidelity to Scripture, appreciation of the Christian tradition, and sensitivity to the needs and aspirations 
of postmodern culture. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The congregational movement has been recognized from the time of the sixteenth century, although the roots of 
congregationalism extend much earlier. It is the purpose of this class to examine the roots of congregationalism as 
found in the early centuries of the church and then as it extends into the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries in 
Europe and then into its expression in America. A panel discussion will conclude the event to enable pastors and 
church leaders to consider congregationalism in action in modern times.  
Elective course. Two hours. 
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PRIMARY COURSE GOAL 
Students will engage in the study of historic Congregationalism. This will involve the examination of texts in early 
Christianity about congregational life. It will also involve the study of Congregational documents from the 17th century, 
and the reading of modern congregational statements (United Church of Christ and Conservative Congregational 
Christian Conference). 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

At the successful completion of this course, you should be able to: 
1. Give solid, nuanced answer as to why the student adheres to a congregational system of church government. 

This should be distinguished from other ecclesiological structures. It should include reference to early church 
writings and later historical documents. 

2. Review one history of congregationalism and one modern book on ecclesiology.  
3. Respond to one aspect of the panel discussion by which a congregational church makes a decision  

 

PROGRAM GOALS COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Goal 1: Students will live grace-based lives increasingly characterized by wisdom, the fruit of 

the Spirit, and love for God and others. 
1, 2, and 3.  

Goal 2: Students will grow in wisdom and skill in interpersonal relationships, conflict 
management, and living in community. 

2 and 3. 

Goal 3:  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the Bible & its missional perspective and 
their ability to humbly interpret and apply it in light of history, culture, and genre. 

1, 2, and 3.  

Goal 4:  Students will know the key persons, ideas, and movements in the history of 
congregationalism and their significance today. 

1 and 2.  

	
COURSE ASSESSMENTS AND HOMEWORK HOURS 
 

ASSESSMENTS AND HOMEWORK HOURS RELATED 
OBJECTIVES 

PERCENT OF 
GRADE 

ESTIMATED TIME  

Reading and Reading Assessments  1, 2, 3 20% 30 hrs.  
Personal Doctrinal Statement 1, 2, 3 70% 20 hrs.  
Class Participation  1,2, 3 10% 20 hrs. (in class) 

Total Course Time 80 hrs 
	
Attendance Policy and Grades 
 

It is beneficial to arrive on time and be actively engaged in class time. Class time is devoted to deepening your 
understanding of the reading, engaging the Scriptures and historical theology so as to come to fuller understanding of the 
spectrum of orthodox Bible-believing views of theological topics and controversies, and to help you formulate your own 
doctrinal understanding and conclusions. The ultimate goal is to come to better understanding of God, His character, 
purposes, and ways, so as to love God more and serve Him better.  
 
COURSE PROCEDURES & COURSE REQUIREMENTS* 
 

* NOTE: Students enrolled in the class but not taking the course for seminary credit may do the assignments but 
are not required to.  Students taking the course for personal enrichment may choose to turn in assignments (and 
get some feedback from the professor and/or leaders in the Schwenkfelder or CCCC denomination) or not turn in 
written assignments at all.  In any case, please give students who have done the reading and worked on 
assignments the first opportunity to raise questions or give feedback in the face-to-face class sessions.  

 

1) Class Participation	(worth 10% of your overall course grade) 
Class lectures and interactive sessions will introduce you to the field and topics congregationalism.   
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Participate positively and thoughtfully in class discussions. Class contributions should be regular, but not 
monopolizing. Your class participation grade will be based on the quality of your class interaction, as well 
as your overall contribution to class morale and the overall learning environment. 
 
You cannot receive credit for the class without attendance (or an excused absence) at all of the sessions. 
 

2) Required Reading and Materials	(worth 30% of your overall course grade)	
NOTE: Hyperlink to Amazon.com are placed here for your convenience. Please be aware that there may be 
other websites (by publishers or by other ebook publishers) that may sell or rent the same item for cheaper 
prices. Please shop around!  
You should read  

• Cowan, S. et. al. Who Runs the Church: 4 Views on Church Government. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2004. (320 pages) 

• The Cambridge Platform of Church Discipline. Sydney: Wentworth, 2016. (100 pages) 
• The Savoy Declaration. Millers Falls: First Congregational Church, 1998. (40 pages) 
• Please read Richard Baxter’s, The Reformed Pastor for your book review: Baxter, R.  

The Reformed Pastor. Apollo: Ichthus, PA, 2016. 
 
These will be essential reading for the paper on congregationalism.  

1. A Reflection paper (1-2 pages) is expected on Who Runs the Church. 
2. Each student will submit a 1250 word maximum review of The Reformed Pastor.  

 
Book review expectations: 
1. Below your name and the course name identify the book in proper bibliographic format 

according to the standards of either of the following: 
Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations (7th 
ed., revised by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, Joseph M. Williams; Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2007). 

2. State Baxter’s purpose in writing the book. This might include identifying the intended 
audience or what you think the author is trying to accomplish. (10%) 

3. What is the thesis of the book? (15%) 
4. Provide a concise but comprehensive overview of the contents and structure of the book, 

noting how the various parts of the book contribute to the overall purpose and thesis 
identified above. The organizational structure of a book, such as the order of its chapters, 
usually serves its thesis and purpose. (20%) 

5. Identify theories, concepts and assumptions that are essential for the author’s argument and 
highlight their contribution. (15%) 

6. Identify sources the author uses and comment on the appropriateness of those sources to the 
book’s argument. (15%) 

7. Comment on how successful the author is in demonstrating the book’s thesis and fulfilling its 
purpose. (15%) 

8. (Final 10% of grade for style and overall compliance) 
 

 

3) Paper on Congregationalism (60%) 
The primary assignment for this course is your personal statement on congregationalism. This paper 
should be 5-10 pages in length, which should do the following:  
• summarize the biblical basis for congregationalism over the Anglican or Presbyterian model 
• include historical support for congregationalism outside of the New Testament 
• explain how a congregational church should interact with both other denominations  

and other religions. 
  



 

      Page 4 of 5 

Grading criteria:  
— Clarity of your statements of belief 
— Biblical consistency and substantiation 
— Style and ease of readability 

 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE WITH TOPIC, ASSIGNMENTS, SUBMISSION METHOD, & DUE DATES 
 

DATE IN CLASS 

Friday, 6/6/2020 
 

Reading assignment of Who Runs the Church is due no later than midnight, 
Sunday, 6/6/2020.   
 

Monday, 10/12/2020 
1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Topics:  
Course Introduction (1-1:15) 
Congregationalism in the New Testament – Surveying the Letters and 
Revelation (1:15-4:00) 

 

Tuesday, 10/13/2020 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Topics: 
Congregationalism, the Apostolic Fathers, and the Second Century – Ignatius, 
Polycarp, Shepherd of Hermas (9-10:30)  
 

The Roots of Congregationalism in Europe (11:00-1:00) 
 
LUNCH (1:00-1:45) 
 

The Cambridge Platform and the Savoy Declaration (1:45-2:30) 
 

The Schwenkfelders and Congregational Roots in Silesia, Germany 
(2:30-3:00) 

 

Wednesday, 10/14/2020 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Note: dinner together 
this evening! ☺ 

Topics:  
Congregationalism as Expressed in Northeast America 

 

Congregationalists Migration to America, Salem Witch Trials, Great 
Awakening, Second Great Awakening, Unitarian Departure, and Expansion 
Westward (9:00 -1:00) 

 
LUNCH (1:00-1:45) 
 

Schwenkfelder Migration and Faith (1:45-3:00) 
 

Thursday, 10/15/2020 
9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
 
Note: with field trip 
following 

Topics:  
Modern Literature on Ecclesiology 
History of the Development of the UCC, NACCC, CCCC  (9-11:30)                  
The Development of the Schwenkfelder General Conference (11:30-1:00) 

 
Field trip to Schwenkfeld historical sites  

(led by Rev. Drs. Drake Williams and David McKinley) 
 

Friday, 10/16/2020 
9:00 am – Noon 

Topic:  
 Panel Discussion with Congregational Leaders 
 

 

FINAL ASSIGNMENT 
 

 

Paper on Congregationalism due by June 25, 2021 
 

 

Note: All assignments must be submitted by the due date listed in the syllabus and no later than the final due 
date for the course listed in this syllabus by permission of the instructor.  
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GRADING SYSTEM 
 
To remain in good academic standing, a student must maintain the grade point average designated for his or her program.   

BIBLICAL SEMINARY GRADING SYSTEM 
A 4.00 93.0 -100 Superior 
A- 3.67 90.0 – 92.9  
B+ 3.33 87.0 – 89.9  
B 3.00 83.0 – 86.9 Good 
B- 2.67 80.0 – 82.9  
C+ 2.33 77.0 – 79.9  
C 2.00 73.0 – 76.9 Fair 
C- 1.70 70.0 – 72.9  
D+ 1.30 67.0 – 69.9 Poor 
D 1.00 63.0 – 66.9  
D- .70 60.0 – 62.9  
F 0.00 00. - 59.9 Failing 

 
FURTHER RESOURCES TO CONSIDER ON CONGREGATIONALISM 

 
• The Congregational Library in Boston, Massachusetts: https://www.congregationallibrary.org/  

 
• The Schwenkfelder Library and Heritage Center in Pennsburg, Pennsylvania: 

http://www.schwenkfelder.com/  
 

• Kohl, M. Congregationalism in America Oak Creek, WI: Congregational, 1977. 
 

• Meschter, K. Twentieth Century Schwenkfelders. Pennsburg: Schwenkfelder Library, 1984. 
 

• Weigelt, H. Migration and Faith: The Migrations of the Schwenkfelders from Germany to America. 
 L. Allen Viehmeyer, trans. Göttingen: Vandenhoek & Rupprecht, 2016. 

 
• Williston, W. The Creeds and Platforms of Congregationalism. Boston: Pilgrim, 1960. 


